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The Muskham Magazine is produced on behalf of:

The Methodist Church, North Muskham; St Wilfrid’s Church, North
Muskham; and

St Wilfrid’s Church, South Muskham and financial support from North
Muskham and South Muskham and Little Carlton Parish Councils

Church of England

Enquiries about arrangements for baptisms, weddings and funerals in the North and
South Muskham Church of England Churches should be made to the Church
Wardens

Church Wardens — those generally responsible for the day-to-day functioning of
the Church

South Muskham David Watson 01636 707248
Jenn Pell 01636 701978
North Muskham Ann Willey 01636 605477

More info: www.riversideparishes.co.uk www.facebook.com/riversidemessy

Methodist Church

Enquiries about arrangements for baptisms, weddings and funerals in the
Methodist Church should be made with Revd. Peter Hibberts.
Email: peter.hibberts@methodist.org.uk Tel: 01636 812166.

Articles for possible inclusion in this magazine should be emailed (in
Microsoft Word format) to: muskhammagazine@yahoo.com
Copy required by Thursday 17th April for the May 2025 edition.
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Magazine Donations & Advertising

This Muskham Magazine is distributed free to local homes. It is paid for
by advertising and donations.

We are grateful to all those who pay for advertising in the magazine as this really
helps with paying the bills. We also welcome donations ...

Donations towards the cost of the magazine can be made by:
Making an electronic bank payment to -

Muskham Magazine Fund

sort code 54—10-23. Account Number 19397550

Sending a cheque (made payable to ‘Muskham Magazine Fund’) or cash,
to Linda Guy, Andy Willey or your magazine distributor.

If for any reason you don’t wish to receive a copy of the Muskham Magazine, do let
us know and we will ask our distributors not to post one through your letterbox.

To advertise in the Muskham Magazine please email
muskhammagaccounts@yahoo.com

Advertising Rates

Full Page £220 Monthly £27.50
Half Page £120 Monthly £17
Quarter page £73 Monthly £12

Advertisements are published in good faith and inclusion of an
advertisement does not imply endorsement of the business/
organisation or its products/services by the magazine, nor does it
constitute a recommendation.

For the May 2025 edition of the magazine -
Copy required by 17th April 2025.

Did you know?
To see a copy of the Muskham

Magazine in colour see

HERE
FOR Tm—
GUI-TURE www.riversideparishes.co.u

b
t a Printed on a FSC certified material and is recyclable

www.northmuskhamvillage.co.uk
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Can you help too? ?

7~ Editorial

It was a very cold, wet and windy Sunday afternoon. | was out walking
Mostyn, our black labrador, along Vicarage Lane. In the distance | saw
another figure walking, also holding on to the hood of their waterproof |
assumed they too were walking a dog. As | watched | noticed the person was
crossing from one side of the road to the other. | was intrigued. | couldn’t
think of anything that could be foraged at his time of year and certainly not
along this stretch of road. As | drew closer | realised the person was picking
up litter. On catching up with the figure, | saw that it was a young person. |
wanted to thank them. When the young person had removed their ear
phones and we talked briefly, the young person explained they were doing
their bronze level Duke of Edinburgh Award. | repeated my thanks and we
each continued on our way. Why do people discard their rubbish in such
unthoughtful ways? As | walk around the roads of our villages it saddens me
to see so much litter around our level crossings and the parking bays. North
Muskham Parish Council invites us to join a collective litter pick on 5th April.

Can you help?

You will also read in this edition about the work of the Nottinghamshire ARG.
(Amphibian and Reptile Group). Volunteers are on toad and frog patrol along
Crow Lane. | had no idea we had volunteers chaperoning these creatures to
their breeding ponds. Helping them to cross the road safely. As is often the
way a small goup of dedicated individuals are giving their time to protect
these creatures that do play an important, if unrecognised, role in our eco
system.

Can you help?

If crawling (toads) and hopping (frogs) creatures are not your thing, did you
know our local school is looking for volunteers to listen to the children read?

Obviously volunteers need to complete the necessary Safeguarding checks
before they can work with the children. It is a wonderful privilege to see
children develop this vital skill. It is also a wonderful privilege to get to know
the children. | still find it strange to be called Mrs Twemlow ( | want to look
round to find my Mother in Law). Have you a couple of hours a week spare?

Can you help? Give it some thought!  Susan Twemlow




NORTH MUSKHAM CAFE HUB PROJECT

Firstly, my sincere thanks to Nigel Pimlott for organising the survey and indeed to
the 200 plus people who submitted a response. The survey has indicated that
there is substantial outline support for the project and we are now looking to form
a steering group to further investigate its viability and plan for its delivery.

To join the partner representatives from the MRCC, the Methodists and the Parish
Council on the steering group, we are looking for volunteers from the North
Muskham community who may have relevant skills and/or enthusiasm to help us
on our journey.

Skills may include previous experience or work with social and/ or community
enterprises, accountancy, secretarial, retail management, promotion and
marketing etc. People with other relevant skills would be welcomed albeit we are
looking for a group no larger than perhaps 12.

Meetings would be possibly monthly with sub groups meeting as necessary in
between.

It is an opportunity to help nurture an initiative that we feel has enormous potential
to enrich the lives of all in the village and help to prevent or at least mitigate the
impacts of loneliness, isolation and encourage new friendships and social
activity.

It is likely the steering group will be operational for a number of months before,
(and if) formal acceptance of partners is given, and a management board is then
elected.

Please let me know if you think you can assist. If you have any questions please
email me direct or phone me on 07891 057812.

0000000000000

Thankyou
lan Harrison
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Happy Easter

We come now to the most meaningful time of the Christian year, for me
personally as a boy and even more so when responsible for organising
services. Palm Sunday 13" April is the start of Holy Week made special with
beginning in the open air, receiving our palm crosses and processing to church
behind a donkey. We begin by claiming Christ as King and then find ourselves
failing him as the week progresses, leading up to Maundy Thursday when we
find Jesus washing his disciples’ feet and commanding us to follow his
example.

Christ’s example of humility has been followed by our kings and queens down
the centuries. It was a great day when Queen Elizabeth came to Southwell
Minster and instead of washing their feet gave deserving pensioners purses of
money. There were still sweet-smelling posies and courtiers bearing towels. As
the royal couple entered the minster Prince Philip asked me “Where’s the
lectern?”. He was reading a lesson. | noticed an equerry was holding a bible
behind his back, | realised the care and preparation the Queen and Prince
Philip took before public occasions. Those receiving the purses remarked on
the way in which they were made to feel so special.

The royal Maundy Service was a special, but the Maundy service shared with
our Methodist friends at North and South Muskham had an even greater
significance for me when the Methodist minister and | washed each other’s
feet. Way back again in the presence of the Queen in 2003, Anglicans and
Methodists signed a covenant to heal the divisions between our churches and
become one again. So as churches we got engaged but still not married!
Sharing in that ‘feet washing’ was a precious acknowledgement of each other’s
ministry. How our Lord must long for us to be united.

Maundy Thursday is also the day on which Jesus took bread and wine,

blessed them and said “This is my body, This is my blood” representing the
sacrifice of his body and blood on the cross, which command we obey week by
week in our churches.

Before his arrest Jesus went away to keep watch and pray with his disciples.
They kept falling asleep. It is a tradition to keep watch and pray through the
night of Maundy Thursday. As a boy scout at my boyhood Church, we had a
rota to keep the watch unbroken through the night, | used to feel so grown up.

Good Friday again was so special, at one time in London. Shops were closed.
The main service then and now throughout the country has been a three-hour
service from 12 noon to 3pm, sharing with Jesus his last hours on the cross.
The service consists of meditations, hymns and quiet reflection. Those not able
to come for all the time enter and leave during the hymns.




In the Riverside Parishes we have had Messy Church hot cross bun services and
Averham Good Friday specials with young people making Easter cards and
Easter garlands, wooden crosses and cakes.

On Easter Eve we take breath and prepare for Easter Day. | should like to share
with you one particular Easter Day when we lived at Southwell Minster. As a
family we set out for the dawn Easter service. Our boys were not too keen on
cathedral services, but they liked a challenge. Getting up at dawn was one of
these. Silently we gathered at the Minster porch, a fire was burning, the door
opened, and we were greeted by the Bishop “Christ is risen” “He is indeed” we
replied. A large candle was lit and our hand-held candles as we processed into the
Minster.

Readings from the bible followed telling of God’s dealing with us from Adam and
Eve on to the coming of his Son, his death and resurrection. Next, we turned to
the font, one of the men in the Minster’s confirmation class was to be baptised. To
the question “Do you turn to Christ?”. He movingly replied “l turn to Christ”. Water
was poured as a symbol that he was born again. We were all splashed with water
reminding us of our own baptisms. The service concluded with Holy Communion
and the Bishop’s blessing after which he and his wife invited us to the Bishop’s
Manor for hot drinks and bacon butties. Back home after lunch | began to take
out my tobacco pouch and pipe having given up smoking for Lent. My 14-year-old
son declared “Dad’s now going to celebrate the resurrection by killing himself’. A
memorable Easter Day as | have never smoked since.

Lent is upon us, what are you giving up or taking on? | pray that Easter may be a
special time for you. Who knows you may even find an Easter egg on Easter day!

May God bless you and keep you.

David Keene




Wilderness

We’re just coming to the end of lent, a period that marks Jesus’ time in the
wilderness. What do you think of when you hear the word wilderness?

Wilderness can be seen as a beautiful and absolutely necessary part of the
earth’s life. Did you know that unless a large proportion of the earth’s surface is
left as wilderness, a high percentage of species would be driven into extinction,
and the climate would no longer sustain life. We cannot live without wilderness.
If we see wilderness as a metaphor, this is still true. We all need breathing
space, time to just be, peace and quiet, and the opportunity to retreat, regroup,
and get a better perspective on life. Wilderness is necessary. Similarly, fallow
is a farming technique in which arable land is left without sowing for one or
more vegetative cycles. The goal of fallowing is to allow the land to recover and
store organic matter while retaining moisture and disrupting pest life cycles and
soil borne pathogens by temporarily removing their hosts. | wonder if, we
sometimes need to find time to lie fallow, to rest, to breathe, to find space. It
can be difficult in a world that measures productivity, but wilderness space is
necessary for us too.

Wilderness can also be seen as a situation of austerity — a desert place,
offering no luxury. Intimidating, disheartening, and downright dangerous; time in
the wilderness is daunting and not something to look forward to. It's a place
where survival skills are called for. Metaphorically, it could be reflected in
loneliness or depression, maybe bereavement; adversity - tough times. We all
go through wilderness times; wilderness is inevitable. When have you felt
yourself in a time of wilderness? When have you felt lonely, depressed,
bereaved. What | notice about the time that Jesus was in the wilderness is that
though it seems like he was alone, he never was. Firstly, he was led there by
the spirit. Secondly, he was attended by angels! You may feel like you're in a
time of wilderness but know that you too are never alone. I'm reminded of the
story of the young braves’ rite of passage. At 13 they would spend a night,
alone in the woods. A wilderness experience. One particular brave was petrified
in the darkness but as the sun rose, the light illuminated a figure not too far
away. The figure turned out to be his father, bow and arrow poised to protect
him. It tumed out that he had never been alone. Like the young brave’s father,
God is always with us, even when we don’t notice!

Finally, wilderness can be a place of formation. For Jesus it was a time to be
tested and formed, in that time of self-denial, for what he came to do. Some of
the world’s great religions emerged from desert cultures; perhaps in the desert
there is time and space to think and pray, whereas in wetter climates the mind
naturally focuses on organising stout houses, umbrellas, and gumboots.
Wilderness is formational. Maybe you need to see the wilderness as an
opportunity. The spirit leads Jesus into the wilderness. There’s a purpose. Not
only that but it’'s at the time that Jesus is ready to begin his ministry; he’s put to
the test, he’'s formed by the challenges, and, at the end, the angels tend to him,
leaving the wilderness ready to face what is ahead.




Which aspect of wilderness do you most associate with?

What does God want to teach you through the wilderness?
Who can you reach out to in the wilderness? What
might God be preparing you for? What distractions
must you throw off to embrace the wilderness space
that will allow you to be changed, formed...
trans-formed in the wilderness?

Rev Peter Hibberts, Minister in the Newark and 55
Southwell Methodist Circuit
newakandsouthwellmethodist.org.uk;
peter.hibberts@methopdist.org.uk;
01636 812166; 07561 665585

From the Register

Marriages

14th March 2025
St Michael's and All Angels Averham

. ’ "h-
'H.\__

William Palmer Mitchell and Georgia Rose Whittaker

Funerals

12th February 2025

St Wilfrid’s South Muskham
Georgina Mary Hewitt

7th March 2025

St Wilfrid’s North Muskham
John Alfred Blanchard
10th March 2025

St Wilfrid’s Kelham

Jennifer Ann Garrett




What is Messy Church?

Messy Church is an informal way of families coming together in
church. Each session involves a welcome, a story, songs and prayers
followed by a creative activity and enjoying refreshments together.

Its values are that it is for all ages, Christ-centred, provides
hospitality, creativity and celebration. The sessions have a focus on
the Christian year, including Christmas, Easter and Harvest and on
biblical stories.

The sessions reinforce the idea that we matter to others and to God.
They help us to connect to one another in the community and know we
are not alone. The sessions also reinforce social interaction through
creative activities and sharing refreshments.

In March we focused on the importance of families. We decorated
pots and planted them with violas. We enjoyed some songs including
singing Happy Birthday to one member of our group. Together we
enjoyed some delicious cakes and fruit.

A warm welcome awaits.

Our next Messy Church is on Good Friday 18™ April at 10am when we
will be celebrating Easter. (with hot cross bunsl!!)




Bathley Parish Council
Brief notes from Bathley Parish Council Meeting

8" January 2025

Representatives of North Muskham Parish Council gave a presentation
about the Joint Neighbourhood Plan. It was agreed that BPC would discuss
the matter further and advise North Muskham when a decision has been
made as to whether to join or not. Thanks were given to Gary Hobbs and
members of North Muskham PC for their input and the invitation for Bathley
to join.

Flooding concerns were raised along Chapel Lane where drains/toilets have
been blocked. It was agreed to contact Severn Trent to organise an
inspection. Roads/pot holes are an ongoing problem. It was agreed that
BPC would continue to highlight problems and follow up timescales from
Notts County Council regarding road improvements. We continue to request
specific dates for road and culvert improvements and are advised that we will
be notified in the spring.

The GNR Solar Park issues were discussed and it was approved that BPC
would contribute their share towards the planning consultant as

agreed. Thanks were given to all who have contributed to the ongoing
consultations.’

Bathley PC’s AGM will be held on 14" May — 7.30pm for the AGM and
8pm for the general meeting held at The Crown in Bathley.

Plants for sale

| will be selling a variety of
Tomato Plants (Tumbling Toms, Gardeners’ Delight, Money Maker, ."I.'- o .
Outdoor Girl ,Red Cherry and Ailsa Craig) | 1
French Dwarf Beans, (Ferrari)
Runner Beans (Scarlet Emperor)
Cucumbers (Socrates)
Courgettes (Romanesco)
Peppers

All proceeds will be shared between Newark’s Children’s Bereavement
Centre and Beaumond House Hospice.

Pre ordering recommended

Susantwemlow@aol.com

Text 07909844754

Plants ready from end of May/beginning of June




Summary of North Muskham Parish Council Meeting 10th March 2025

1. The Council supported, (by a majority decision), the objection of the District Council’s
Conservation Officer regarding the planning application at The Shades, Main Street.

2. The Council supported ( unanimously) the revised planning application for a dog walking
facility at Burridge Farm.

3.lt was noted that there were several vacant plots at the allotment and as such the Council
would seek a contractor to grass seed the 2 plots for easier maintenance but with the allotment
holders to further promote the availability of plots and carryout other improvements to the
allotments.

4. A response submission to the statutory consultation stage of the GNR Solar project had been
sent by the planning consultant commissioned by Joint Parish Council Group ( JPAG) and one
also by the Parish Council.

5. A village litter pick will take place on Saturday April 5th and volunteers are invited to attend
the Village Hall at 10 am to collect litter pickers and sacks. Refreshments will be provided and all
are welcome to help give the village a spring clean. At the same time there will be an emergency
planning session and test of the new generator

6.The Council ha noted and welcomed the commitment of the new land owner of " North Marsh"
and stated their commitment to work with him for the betterment and maintenance of that
area and bridleway.

7. VE 80 celebrations and commemorations will take place at The Ferry Pub on the evening of
May 8th and will include a VE day period quiz and a Beacon. The Beacon will be lit in line with
the national beacon initiative at 9.30pm. All are very welcome.

8.The Council confirmed it's agreement to provide for additional seating and a picnic table at the
village playground from funds from the proceeds of the community lottery -this being additional to
fumiture being supplied by the MRCC from kind donations. The new safety surfacing at the
toddler swings was noted. The generous donations from villagers would be used to complete the
works and ringfenced for further improvements at the playing area. The Clerk will again chase
the outcome of the grant application to support the maintenance and improvement fund and to
add to monies kindly donated. A cut off date was agreed being the next meeting when regardless
of the grant, the remaining safety surfacing work will carried out.

9. The results of the Cafehub Survey were noted and a steering group will now be formed to
further explore viability and move the project forward. Any persons with relevant skills and
experience with community/social projects, accountancy, secretarial, retail management,
marketing etc should please contact myself on 07891 057812.

10. The defibrillator, previously housed at Pina’s Hair Business, will be re-sited in due course at a
property east of Main Street near the bus shelter across from the entrance to The Grange.
Information will be shared once it is in place. In the meantime all should note that another
defibrillator continues to be sited at the MRCC and Alison Luke has kindly offered to provide
further training sessions on its use.

11. The meeting welcomed County Councillor Saddington and a further prospective County
Council election candidate.

lan Harrison Chairman of North Muskham Parish Council




Muskham Rural Community Centre — MRCC Village Hall

The MRCC Committee would like to invite North Muskham
pensioners to come and join them for a complimentary Sunday
Roast Lunch on Sunday 27 April 2025 at the MRCC.

Numbers will be limited so please register your interest as soon as
possible to reserve your place

If you have an elderly neighbour who you feel would like to come and join us
please do let us know and we will contact them with an invitation.

Contact us to reserve your place. Phone 01636 343010 and press 1

or text or call: 07542 701041 or 07789 702183
Or email: bookings@muskhamruralcc.co.uk

Muskham Rural Community Centre, Nelson Lane, North Muskham

Our centre provides the ideal venue for family celebrations, weddings, parties,
sporting events, drama groups, caravan rallies and community events.

Book online at www.muskhamruralcc.co.uk/booking or

email: bookings@muskhamruralcc.co.uk phone 01636 343010

Tuesday Social Evening Event Highlights for April.

(Hall and bar open from 7pm
Tuesday 15th April .......... Open Mic Night Free Entry Everyone is welcome.
Tuesday 22nd April ............ Defibrillator training and basic first aid.




S and enjoy coffee and cake at
St. Wilfrid’s Church, .

9 North Muskham St Wilfrid’s
‘ North Muskham

St Wilfrid’s Church, North and
South Muskham are collection

iy points for Newark Food Bank. If
fOOd bg"k you have any contributions
0 please leave them in church.

The items urgently needed: -
Long Life Milk, Tinned Carrots, Tinned Peas, Tinned Corned Beef
Rice, Sponge Puddings, Tinned Fruit, Tea Bags (boxes of 40)
Other Items
Nappies Size 4 or larger

A regular update of specific items needed can be found on the website:
Of-t https://newark.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/
If you would like items collected, please contact Ann.
mE Many thanks - Ann Willey, 01636 605477




WHAT'S LURKING IN

—— YOUR GUTTERS? ——

Blocked gutters can cause all sorts of
issues including water damage on
internal walls.

Other Services: Driveway, Patio,
Decking & Roof Cleaning.

Call for a free quote today: VISIT %glr‘: J\gtEEzI'IE

01636 362037 info@ezi-jet.com




The Easter Bunny will
once again be running
around North Muskham
on Easter Day offering
Cadbury’s eggs out for
a donation. All proceeds
will go to Teenage
Cancer Trust.

If anyone wants to book

an egg they can
message me on email |
will also advertise on
Facebook nearer the
time If you need more
info please contact me
Dave Brumpton.

Dave.brumpton@sky.com

The Eve Appeal - Make Time for tea

HUGE thank you to everyone who supported us for our 15" Event by
making cakes, donating raffle and tombola prizes and by giving so
generously of their cash, as well as joining us at the event.

Together we raised an amazing
£1070 ! in aid of:

We couldn't do this without all our very
kind and generous supporters. \{ the eve
appeal

regisiened charty nos. WSTA0E & SCO42612

THANK YOU
Linda and Stephen Guy




Muskham History Group

April is the month for the start of our 2025/26 season which

means the collection of our annual subscription which is still very
excellent value at £10 p/p for the full year and the publication of

our new programme. Guests can attend any meeting for a
nominal £2.50 per person to cover refreshments .

Muskham History Group
Programme 2025/26 Season

Date Topic Speaker

Apr-21 Vikings on the Trent plus Paul Mann
Group Status
May-19 The women pilots of WWII John Whitfield
Jun-16 A Palace by a River Mike Ogden
Jul-21 TBD outing to be arranged
Aug-18 TBD outing to be arranged
Sep-15 A Good Laugh Pat Hall
Oct-20 The story of Two Crosses Tim Coltman
Nov-17 | Elizabethan Wall Paintings at David Johnson
the Saracen's Head Southwell
Dec-15 Master of Myrth (the sequel) Mike Storr
Jan-19 The River Trent in History and Keith Small
in Life
Feb-16 Fools and horses, A Victorian Dr Ann Featherstone
Circus
Mar-16 Rufford Abbey and its 19th Karen Winyard
Century Savile custodians

Happy St George’s Day to all our English readers for 23 April.

It is also William Shakespeare’s birth date and the alleged date of

his death.




Wordsearch

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Hallelujah! April brings us to

Easter — the crucifixion, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ
the triumphant highlight of the Christian year. As St Paul pointe
out, unless Jesus really did rise again, our faith is useless, and

d
we

may as well forget any hope of heaven or eternal life. But because

He does live, we have a sure and certain hope for our future.
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Passover bread wine body blood betrayal Jerusalem Pilate Judas
Gethsemane trial crucifixion soldiers cross nails vinegar temple
curtain tomb angel stone risen gardener Mary
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Church of England Services

Holy Week and Easter Only

Monday 14th April
7pm

Night Prayer

St Wilfrid’s
North Muskham

Tuesday 15th April
7pm

Night Prayer

St Wilfrid’'s Kelham

Wednesday 16th
April 7pm

Night Prayer

St Michael’s and Al
Angels Averham

Thursday 17th April  |Holy Communion | St Wilfrid's

7pm Tenebrae South Muskham
Friday 18th April Messy Church St Wilfrid's  North
10,00am Hot Cross Bun Muskham

Friday 18th April
2.00pm

Stations of the
Cross

St Michael’s and Al
Angels  Averham

Saturday 19th April
7.00pm

Service of Light

St Wilfrid’s
South Muskham

Sunday 20th April Riverbank Service |7.30am by

The Muskham Ferry
Sunday 20th April Easter Sunday St Wilfrid's
9.30am Holy Communion |Kelham




Church of England Services April 2025

Sunday
6th April 9.30am

St Wilfrid’s
North Muskham

Holy Communion

Sunday

13th April Palm Sunday

10.00am

United Service

Procession from

Wilfrid’s North
Muskham

Sunday 13th April

St Michael’s and All
Angels

Palm Sunday

4.00pm Averham

Friday 18th April St Wilfrid’s

Messy Church North Muskham

10.00am

Sunday 20th April Riverbank by Holy Communion
Easter Sunday The Ferry

7.30am

Sunday St Wilfrid’s Holy Communion
20th April Kelham

Sunday 27th April
9.30am

St Michael’s and All
Angels

Averham

Morning Prayer

Link

Thursday Evening Prayer 6pm
via Microsoft Teams
Please contact

Philip Staniforth for the Teams

philip@stanca.co.uk

Methodist Chapel to St




The Methodist Church

Methodist Church Services

Sunday Café Church 2.00pm
6th April ,
Rev P Hibberts

Sunday 13th April Palm Sunday United 10.00am
Service beginning at
Methodist Church and
processing to St. Wilfrid's

Sunday 20th April Easter Sunday 7.30am
Riverside Communion by
The Ferry

Sunday 27th April Café Church 2.00pm
Rev. P. Hibberts

You're Invitedto. Informal, relaxed and

friendly worship with
 —— | music, discussion and
AHE EHUHCH prayer. You'll find a
warm welcome, an
2 PM -1st and 3rd Sundays engaging experience
i puss - and tea and cake in our

café room.
All welcome.

'Wﬂ’ﬂ |ove YL 10 join us!




Toad and Frog Patrol is Here!!

It's that time of year again when amphibians including common toad Bufo bufo,
common frog Rana temporaria and smooth newt Lissotriton vulgaris are acting

out their own Love Island, but first they have to reach the island...or in this case
a pond !

Amphibians spend most of their time feeding on invertebrates in woodland,
hedgerows, marshes and tussocky grassland. They hibernate underground,
often among tree roots, in hedge bottoms, underground soil voids or in old walls.

We probably all have childhood memories of dabbling for tadpoles in ponds or
even watching some grow in an aquarium in the kitchen. Amphibians lay their
eggs in water where their young hatch out into tadpoles or newtlets. Toad eggs
appear as long strings of black eggs and frog eggs appear as large jelly mass.
Newt eggs are laid individually on a leaf by the female and then they are
carefully wrapped up and sealed using their hind legs and a secretion.

Frogspawn has always been one of the earliest and most eagerly anticipated
signs of spring, but with a trend for milder winters it can be seen earlier than
ever. Late January and early February records are certainly not uncommon.

“Usually, spawning begins in the south-west, then advances across the country
in a north-westerly direction, moving around frost pockets,” says John Buckley of
the Amphibian and Reptile Conservation Trust. “Day length and air temperature
fire the starting gun. Keep an eye on your thermometer for when it hits 5°C.”
Frogs can breed in colder conditions than toads, which mate from March
onwards when the temperature reaches 7°C. Unlike toads, frogs typically
hibernate in or near their breeding ponds, so there is no need to migrate there
first. There are obvious advantages to starting the breeding season early, but
frogs can only spawn once each year — any spawn lost to freezing weather is not
replaced.

We are now in the local, breeding migration period for amphibians and some
animals will have a very short distance to reach a breeding pond, while others,
typically toads, will travel further.

Many ponds have been infilled over the years and so this can out pressure on
remaining ponds and mean that amphibians have no choice but to use the
remaining ponds. A range of factors including weather, disease, predation and
pollution can affect breeding success and one of them which is an important
factor is crossing a road. Road traffic fatalities can have a significant effect on
amphibian populations.




Crow Lane between South Muskham and Little Carlton is one the
Nottinghamshire Reptile and Amphibian Group (Notts ARG) toad patrol roads
where volunteers are needed to help patrol the lane during the amphibian
breeding season and make sure animals safely make it to their breeding
ponds. We all wear high vis clothing and use torches to help our search and
help to keep us safe on the roadside.

Over the past couple of weeks, we have been out toad patrolling on milder
evenings just after dark finding common toads, common frogs and smooth
newts which we have collected and moved to the edge of the large breeding
pond, their own “love island” on the southern edge of the lane.

If you would like to get involved with toad patrols in Nottinghamshire please
contact Toad Patrol Coordinator Kay at nottsargtoadpatrols@hotmail.com

Please come and make a difference !! Your toads need you.

Common Toad

Jane Southey
Ecologist

ST.WILFRID’S CHURCH, SOUTH MUSKHAM

Teal/coffee/ cakes will continue in Church on the fourth Friday of the
month from 2.30 to 4pm.

Our next get together will be 25th April Everyone is welcome including
well-behaved dogs. Do come along and join us. It is a very informal get
together. If you have not been before, be brave and give us a go!

Our next service is in Holy Week at 7pm
on Maundy Thursday 17th April

Churchwardens Jenn Pell 701978 and David Watson 07989 959339




With outdoor floodlit courts and plenty of space
Caunton Tennis Club is a great place to play
tennis, whether you are looking for a new
hobby, to get fit, or just to meet others socially.

C A U N T We have various Membership packages available

ngn -F'E'”ﬂis Ciub “-Hrtll'lg from as little as £E37 per ‘i"Eaf}.

Tennis We also offer the use of our courts with our ‘Pay
Pickleball to Play’ by the hour scheme for non-members.

Cordio Temnnis N v d I - | h di
Coaching Programmie for all ages ot only do we play tennis, but also have cardio

Cooching 1:1 tennis sessions and new in 2023/24 Pickleball.

=SEEN [ Caunton Tennis Club is an accessible family

L . . - L - L] L L

Pay to Play by the hour y i ; .
Holiday Comps friendly club with a lovely clubhouse, children's
Wednesday Morning Coffee Morning play area & games room.

Contact Us:

info@cauntontennisclub.co.uk
https://clubspark.|ta.org.uk/CauntonLawnTennisClub
Telephone: 01636 636688

PATTERSON'S CARPETSLTD

FLOORCOVERING SPECIALISTS

We offer a free, no obligation, measuring and sample
delivery service in Newark and the surrounding villages.

60 CARTERGATE, NEWARK, Notts. NG24 1UB

Telephone 01636 703394

info@pattersonscarpetsltd.co.uk




Muskham Rural Community Centre

North Muskham’s Village Hall for all the Community
Nelson Lane, North Muskham, NG23 6HL

NEW** Online Booking: https://hallbookingonline.com/muskham/

You can now check availability and book online.
Three rooms - large hall, small hall and meeting room plus kitchen & licenced bar.
Discounts for North Muskham residents.

You can also email us at: bookings@muskhamruralcc.co.uk

Daytime Regular Events

Evening Regular Events

9-10:30am Baby & Toddler Drop-In
(termtime)
Jess Cox - 07718 069763 & Facebook

7:00-8:00pm — Zumba
Claire: 07891 820606
Follow Claireszumbawhoopwhoop

Mon
From 12:30 Lunch Club 7:30pm - History Group
07761 463830 (every 3™ Mon of the month)
or peggybuck@hotmail.com Bryon Harlow 01636 918847
6:30 to 7:30pm - Wild Earth Yoga
Sarah Pike 07789 986558
Tues 10:00 - 12:00 Short Mat Bowls hello@wild-earth-yoga.co.uk
Just turn up. Not on in school holidays. 7:45-9:15pm - Table Tennis Just turn up
7:00-10:00pm — Muskham Social in Bar
10:00-12:00 — Muskham Craft Group
Weds Marian: 07796 935002
jJjmarion89@yahoo.co.uk
Th 10:00 - 12:00 Art Group 7:00-8:00pm — Zumba
urs Jim Wishart - 07831 183523 Claire: 07891 820606
9:30am - Seated Movement class 7:00-8:00pm - Reiki Soundbath
Fri Rhuel: rhueliosamuels@gmail.com (one per month)
07477820043 Emily - www.insightstowellbeing.co.uk
ook | s Outorschool | o, SO0TT Congs ool
days & Muskham Preschool as above g piay ying

and have Junior Football Teams for U7, U9,

OFSTED Registered Childcare Facilities

North Muskham Preschool 2 _ 4 years olds Monday t_cl)_i;reic)iay (Term
Manager: Helen Walters 07714 799408 8:30am — 4pm
Muskham Out of School Club Monday to Friday (Term
Breakfast Club & After School Club Time)
School Holidays & Inset Days 4 — 14 years olds 7:30-8:50am & 3:30-
Manager: Helen Waterfield 07944 467076 6:00pm
_ ; Monday to Friday
Muskharfl Out of Schopl Holiday Club 4~ 14 years olds (Holidays)
Manager: Helen Waterfield 07944 467076 8:00-5:30pm




Southwell Music Festival returns for four days of brilliant music.

outhwell Music Festival returns this August, filling the Nottinghamshire town with
usical delights for all to enjoy from Friday 22 — Monday 25 August.

ow in its eleventh year, the Festival welcomes professional musicians and performers
rom across the UK and shines a spotlight on the best of Nottinghamshire’s home-grown
alent.

he Festival team is excited to share a preview of some of the many highlights you can
njoy this year. Watch out for the full programme announcement in May.

lending jazz with spiritual themes and featuring the sublime Festival Voices and
outhwell Music Festival’s very first Big Band act, The Cottontail Orchestra, this Friday
vening concert brings selections from Duke Ellington’s Sacred Concerts to the
outhwell stage. Don't miss this unique opportunity to experience this groundbreaking
ork from one of the leading jazz pioneers in the atmospheric setting of Southwell
inster.

olk music takes centre stage on Saturday night. Acclaimed folk artist Kathryn Tickell
eturns to Southwell Music Festival after a sell-out performance in 2023, this time
longside her band The Darkening. Composer, performer and the foremost exponent of
he Northumbrian pipes, Kathryn’'s music is deeply rooted in the landscape and people

f Northumbria, with her twice winning the BBC Radio 2 Folk Award for Musician of the
ear.

n Sunday evening, the Festival Voices and Baroque Sinfonia join forces to fill the
inster Nave with glorious sound with a performance of Bach’s majestic B Minor Mass,
onducted by Artistic Director Marcus Farnsworth. Skilfully balancing choral, solo and
rchestral parts, allowing for intricate counterpoint and harmony, this is one of Bach'’s
reatest ever works.

he Bach theme continues into Monday, with singers of all abilities invited to participate
n the Festival’s annual Come and Sing. A morning rehearsal is followed by a
erformance, with singers performing alongside professional soloists, accompanied by
he Festival Baroque Sinfonia. The accompanying Singing Day workshop will be held on
aturday 16 August in Southwell Minster’s State Chamber

he full four-day Festival line-up will be revealed at a free Launch Concert on Friday 16
ay at Southwell Minster. The concert is open to everyone. Reserve your free tickets
online at southwellmusicfestival.com.

Tickets for Southwell Music Festival go on sale on Monday 9 June. Festival Friends
enjoy Priority Booking for all concerts and events. For more information about joining the
Festival Friends, visit southwellmusicfestival.com/friends.

As a registered charity, Southwell Music Festival also welcomes new sponsors, donors,
partners and volunteers. If you or your business wants to make a difference to arts in the
region by supporting Southwell Music Festival 2025, please email
DR@southwellmusicfestival.com.




A short story from the Bible

BibleBike

It can be read. nthe Bible in

It was just before Passover, When Jews
celebrate God rescucng them from Eqypt.

Lk 22:1-13, ME26:14-19, MK 1210 -16

Jesus and his dusciples were i Jerusalem. .

The Chief Priests wCre plotting

i

How can we get rid of Jesus?
He always has crowds around him)

Jesas' dusciple Tudas

We'd be happy
came to them .. q

to pag gou

30 sulver coins

30stlver coins happened
to be the same amount

They did, and asked the house
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That evening, Jesus and his
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ESSENTIAL i Bccbg F[umbing
E L ECT RICAL Al plumbing, heating enquiries please call
SERVICES Guy Beeby

Residential & Commercial
electrical services

07792 484876

Additional sockets, lighting,

rewires etc. 01636 822103
Tully insured.
Electrical Testing: EICRs .Dmicrzumbmg.

and PAT TeStlng 'Taps & | oilet chaérs .

. Centra| Hcatmg Ensta[ﬁatjons & chairﬁ °

C & G qualified eleCtriCian. . (Jnécr!:loor]_]cating]ﬂsta”atfoﬂs&chair&*

o Oil Boiler [nstallation & Scr\!icfng .

Transparent pricing +Na Job Tas Sl
Tel. 07505 393 957 . suybeeby@btintemet.com

Marshalls Coaches, Sutton on Trewt Ltd

Your only local family run bus and coach operator.

Contact us on 01636 821138, and choose one of the
following options:

Option 1 or 5— Private Coach Hire enquiries
Option 2 — Timetable enquiries and Lost Property

You can also view our 37 & 38 timetables,

plus much more information on our website

www.marshallscoaches.co.uk
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Wet Room Specialists

Are you getting the most
from your bathroom?

wWww . owarnersinnovations.co.uk
01636 551555

—R

L J Dye

Electrical Services

Over 25 Years Experience

All types of domestic,
commercial, and agricultural
work undertaken including
cooker repairs.

Call Leigh on
Tel: 07910 645727

Britnell Tree Services

All Aspects of Tree Works
includes Felling,
Crown Reductions
Crown Thinning,
Crown Lifting, Pollarding

Gardening & Landscaping

Reliable & Trustworthy

Fully Insured & Qualified All
works carried out to BS3998

Call Will today for your
free quote on 07821
342942 or 01636 702807
or email

BritnellTreeServices@gmail.com
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Opticians & Hearing Care

YOUR GLASSES SAY SO MUCH ABOUT YOU!

Book a comprehensive eye examination
including a FREE 3D OCT scan (worth £50).

Just book by 30th April 2025 and quote “"Muskham Magazine”.

WE ALSO OFFER

Complete Hearing Care Services

INCLUDING

Free Heari ng Assessments
Ear Wax Removal
Hearing Protection

JOIN US FOR A CUPPA, SIT BACK AND
LET US DO THE REST!

In partnership with

BOOK NOW

9 Chain Lane, Newark, Notts NG24 1AU _

HEARING
T 01636700 949 ( CARE )

PARTHERSHIP
E glasses@londoneyebespokeeyewear.co.uk

W londoneyebespokeeyewear.co.uk
thcp.co.uk/newark

Excedlent W Trustpilot




Town & Country

==

Joinery Services
Est 1992

FULLY QUALIFIED AND INSURED
MY SERVICES

.~ omall jobs around the -
« Garden gates
home/garden :

Repairs and
Maintenance

“+. Fence repairs

. Re-felting shed

7% Hitchen repairs roofa

QUALITY WORK ALWAYS

For a free estimate call Keith
07971325270

Specialist
Forestry
Services

« Tree Felling

« Tree Pruning
« Tree Planting
« Hedge Cutting

» Stump Grinding

Covering Nottinghamshire & Lincolnshire

Full professional service with aver 25 years experience,
fully ensured & qualified

Contact Stuart Favill on 07970 534 664
infomspecialistforestnyoo,uk
wiew speciallstiorestry.ooul

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Carpet and upholstery cleaning
Stain treatment
Deodorising and Sanitising

Stainguard: Carpet/Suite protection
application

Fully insured
Commercial & Domestic
Free Quotations

www. walterscleaning.co. uk
01636 672349  walterscleaning@aol.com

Groundcare

Grass Cutting Hedge Cutting
Garden Rubbish Clearance &
Waste Removal—Patio
Cleaning (pressure washing)

Getin touch ......
Adam Ward 01636 636368
07976 742239

adam@norwellgroundcare.co.uk

www.norwellgroundcare.co.uk




QUICKFALL
TREE SERVICES

FOR ALL YOUR TREE, HEDGE AND
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE NEEDS

LICENCED WASTE CARRIER
FULLY INSURED
FRIENDLY AND RELIABLE

CONTACT US FOR A FREE QUOTE

WWW.QUICKFALLTREESERVICES.CO.UK
07568 988061
PHIL@QUICKFALLTREESERVICES.CO.UK




SOUTH MUSKHAM AND
LITTLE CARLTON
VILLAGE HALL

* Sarh sk ham &
Lintle Carleom Villagy

¥ sl .
‘u--i! o o

P - Frickay
a5th April

B Frce Tea Cofliee

Villagers (per [Non
hour) _ 12TH APRIL, 10AM
Villagers THE LORD NELSON
Main Hall |£13.50 £17.50 SRTTON. SN IRENE
Small Hall {£10.00 £13.50 Gt
Combined |£21.00 £27.00 “}\um-ﬁ'*-”’j‘f;‘”*“*%
To make a booking contact: J e _
Hallbookingonline.com/smlc. e
Contact Kim Walsh 07968 951899 Join us for a morning of
o’ hot drinks, sweet treats,
ADVANCE PAYMENT REQUIRED D e and games

TO SECURE BOOKING.

The mandatory cleaning charge is
now £30.00 after all party events.



Newark
Heating

Services
ltd

Gas - Oil - LPG

L ocal - Reliable - Trusted

01636 919 112

www.newarkheating.co.uk
info@newarkheating.co.uk

Installation
Service
Repairs_ sﬁfe
Emergencies




Muskham
Out of School
Club Ltd.

provides quality, affordable childcare at Muskham Rural Community Centre.
The Club offers a wide variety of activities for children aged 4 to 11 years in a
safe and stimulating environment.
The Club offers an invaluable service to working parents who can feel confident
that their children are being cared for, and having fun, outside of the normal
school day.
The Club opening hours are:

7.30am to 8.45am with delivery to school

3.30pm to 6.00pm with collection from school

8.00am to 6.00pm in holidays and INSET days
Please contact Helen Waterfield with any queries/questions

Contact Helen on 07944 467076

JOHN POLLARD
MOT TESTING STATION,
NORTH MUSKHAM & BATHLEY
MOTSs, SERVICING & REPAIRS

COLLECTION & DELIVERY AVAILABLE

TELEPHONE 07710659360

“Leave a message and we’ll get back to you.k’
Or
Call 01636 704507
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CHIMNEY SWEEP

VW IIL.

“ TRADITIONAL BRUSH AND
VACUUM SERVICE

# NESTS REMOVED
# CAGES, CAPS AND COWLS FITTED
# SWEEPING CERTIFICATES ISSUED
# PROFESSIONAL, CLEAN SERVICE

# FULLY INSURED

# POLICE CHECKED

01636 616425

wilkinschimneysweep.co.uk/

newark

H

Meditation ™, Yoga Nidra

Group Chsses & | -2 - 1 Sessions

Vinyosa Flow & YinYogo @

Ted - O77B9 066 558 N
Email - hello@wlid-eorth-yogo.co.uk A,
Instogrom - @ _wild_earth_yoga

Wesite - www wikl-earth-yogo.co.uk

™
=2 MARTIN TALBOT BUlLDER

EST...1993

All types of building work undertaken &
Free estimates |

North Muskham,

Newark, Notts

01636 676935

07702729974
talbotbuilder@tiscali.co.uk




PW Autoc Repaoirs

mw addrens Google
@ Tellord Drive, Newark, NG24 2D X
" ! _

01636 550852 W

www.pwautorepolrsnewark.co.uk

info@pwaoutorepairsnework,.co.uk

« Frea Collaction B
Dalivery within §

« Servicing

« MOT Repairs palies

# Timing Bells
e = Free Solety Checks

v Clutohas | = MOT 8 Service

« Battarias remindars

= Diograstics * Woitlng area and
rafreshments

s Tyras .
Y = Tamplimantary

« Wheaal Allgrment Service Woshos

« Air Conditioning
and maoral

« D% Finance
2B {&sl o SeLanlanta)l

20% off a Full Service
Simply guote "Muskhom Magozineg® when you book!

JONATHAN PEEBLES

Roofing Specialist

All aspects of roofing work undertaken.

Tiling, slating, lead work, flat roofs, chimney work,

fascia, soffit and guttering.

Call for a free quote

07704 999548

www.jonathanpeeblesroofing.co.uk

jpeeblesroofing@gmail.com




MAN & WIFE WITH A VAN it

HUSBAHD & WIFE TEAM FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER
* House Removals + Office Moves - o o
» Packing service * House Clearance SACPIY RAFP NO. s2s0388
» Furniture Logistics * Decluttering service

» Storage solutions £25 PER TREATMENT SESSTON

Wa are a friendly, professional, rfiable
service. Local business, Handling single [ TR I ———

e i
ltams r:qht up o I:ll'gE'I‘ ouse moves 4 CUTTING, TREATMENT OF
1 CORNS, CALLUS, THICKENED
& FUNGAL NAILS, CRACKED

Great rates & Fu||}r Insured - 1 HEELS & VERRUCAE

Locally based. Tel 07752 634141

manandwifewithavan.co.uk
f office@manandwifewithavan.co.uk

TEL : 07443454177

Muskham Preschool

Rated ‘GOOD’ by Ofsted 2023

Make friends Gain independence Enjoy new experiences

Monday to Friday 8.30am-4.00pm(term time)
Tuesday & Thursdays in school holidays
8.30am — 4.00pm

Half and full day sessions available

Government funded places for 18 month, 2,3,4 year old
children

15 and 30 hours Tax free childcare accepted

Muskham Preschool is at the heart of the community to provide a happy, homely
environment, where children can build secure relationships, confidence and become
settled in their surroundings. They will learn through play and their own interests indoors
and outdoors so they can thrive and achieve in their learning and develop their readiness

to start the next adventure in life. Qualified, experienced staff

Contact us: Private outdoor garden and play

Muskham Rural Community Centre, Nelson Lane, area
North Muskham, Newark, Notts NG23 6EN

Please call us on 07714799408, email us at:
muskhamplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk

Variety of indoor play areas

Caterpillar music sessions

Registered Ofsted provider
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(&) Personalised home

‘. support for seniors

I ook Torsard 12 any one of you
‘ ARE RS walking through my door, You
brighten up my day.”

Supporting Independent Liwing

wEl RE YO UR LOCAI_ PRINTERFO F‘ers.:?na:arle ona rs,?gular or tErl"lFIClra.‘"’I.' Easis
ALL YOUR PRINT REQUIREMENTS! e R euppom I raterm onerers

Shopping & meal preparation

Annual Reports Direct Mail Postcards
Booklets Invitations Posters Housework & general domestic duties
Brochures Labels Price Lists
Business Cards Leaflets School Yearbooks
Calendars Letterheads Tenders Transport to appointments
Certificates Menus Tickets
Christmas Cards NCR Pads Vouchers

Compliment Slips Newsletters
Data Sheets Packaging ...and much more 07906 115755

Companionship & assistance with hobbies

Acsistance with pet care

l.lJI“SOFIS et M ewibekon, enquiries@silverservicecarers.co.uk
PRINTERS : NEWARK | 5B

wiwowLsilverservicecarers.co,uk

Highlander House, Cross

E Gill & Sons
Funeral Directors

E Gill & Sons are proud to have provided care
and advice to families in the Newark and
District area for over 100 years

24 Hour Personal Care
Prepaid Funeral Plans Available

Newark and District

01636 677461

e egillandsons.co.uk (4]
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St. Wilfrid's Church, North Muskham on

R OO IITS
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Friday 18th April
at 10.00am
Theme Hot Cross Buns/Easter

Future Date Sunday 18th May
David and Goliath

St Michael's & All Angels Averham
Sunday 13th April at 4.00pm

Future date
May TBA

Crafts Stories




