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The Sycamore tree holds significant symbolism. 
The tree represents strength, protection, eternity, 
and divinity. It is often associated with the biblical 
story of  Zacchaeus, who climbed a sycamore tree 
to see Jesus as he passed along the road.  His    
action has been understood down the centuries as 
one seeking a place to have a clear vision of their 
Saviour.  
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The Muskham Magazine is produced on behalf of:  
 
The Methodist Church, North Muskham; St Wilfrid’s Church, North 
Muskham; and 
St Wilfrid’s Church, South Muskham  

           

Church of England  

Enquiries about arrangements for baptisms, weddings and funerals in the North and 
South Muskham Church of England Churches should be made to  the Church 
Wardens 
          
Church Wardens – those generally responsible for the day-to-day functioning of 
the Church 

 South Muskham   David Watson 01636 707248 

 North Muskham  Ann Willey          01636 605477 

      Martin Talbot   01636 676935/07702729974 

More info: www.riversideparishes.co.uk  www.facebook.com/riversidemessy 

————————————————————————————- 
Methodist Church 
 
Enquiries about arrangements for baptisms, weddings and funerals in the 
Methodist Church should be made with Revd. Peter Hibberts. 
Email: peter.hibberts@methodist.org.uk Tel: 01636 812166. 

————————————————————————————- 
 
Articles for possible inclusion in this magazine should be emailed (in 
Microsoft Word format) to:  muskhammagazine@yahoo.com  
Copy required by  Monday 16th February for the March  2026 edition.  
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Magazine Donations & Advertising 

This Muskham Magazine is distributed free to local homes. It is paid for 
by adver�sing and  dona�ons. 

We are grateful to all those who pay for adver�sing in the magazine as this really
helps with paying the bills. We also welcome dona�ons … 

Dona�ons towards the cost of the magazine can be made by: 

Making an electronic bank payment to -  

Muskham Magazine Fund 

sort code  54– 10-23.  Account Number  19397550 

Sending a cheque (made payable to ‘Muskham Magazine Fund’) or cash, 
to Linda Guy, Andy Willey or your magazine distributor. 

If for any reason you don’t wish to receive a copy of the Muskham Magazine, do let 

us know and we will ask our distributors not to post one through your le erbox. 

To adver�se in the Muskham Magazine please email  

muskhammagaccounts@yahoo.com 

Adver�sing Rates 

  Full page   Monthly  £27.50 

  Half page   Monthly   £17 

  Quarter page  Monthly  £12 

Advertisements are published in good faith and inclusion of an 
advertisement does not imply endorsement of the business/
organisation or its products/services by the magazine, nor does it 
constitute a recommendation.  

For the March  2026  edi�on of the magazine - 

Copy required by  Monday 16th February  2026. 

 

Did you know? 
To see a copy of the Muskham  

Magazine in colour  see 

www.northmuskhamvillage.co.uk 

Or 

www.riversideparishes.co.uk  
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Trees of Hope  

Welcome to another year of the Muskham Magazine.  I do hope you all had an 

enjoyable Christmas and I wish you a Healthy New Year.  The theme for our 

front covers this year will be trees and their symbolism. I don’t know what we 

will discover. I have started this journey with the Sycamore Tree. The picture on 

the front is not just any Sycamore Tree. The eagle eyed among you will have 

recognised the Sycamore Gap Tree from Hadrian’s Wall. Or rather the tree  

that was there until two men, in September 2023, for no apparent reason, 

chopped it down in the middle night, because they could.  The tree had stood 

there in Hadrian’s Dip for more than 120 years. Many people were very        

distressed by this meaningless vandalism.  

The picture above is of 49 saplings which were grown from the seeds collected 

from the original sycamore. They have been nurtured by the National Trust at 

their Plant Conservation Unit for the last two years.  Now standing at between 

1m and 1.75ms (4-6 feet) tall they are strong enough to be planted outdoors. 

Almost 500 different groups and individuals applied for one of the 49 saplings, 

one representing 30cms(1foot) of the trees height when it was felled. Every  

application told heartfelt stories of people’s emotional connections to the     

Sycamore Gap Tree and the importance of nature. Among those selected     

included a Tree Sanctury in Coventry rescuing the city’s trees, a site          

commemorating the Minnie Pit mining disaster , Greenham Common in   

recognition of its return to public use after decades of military use and the Rob 

Burrow Centre for Motor Neurone Disease in Leeds. Even in the most difficult 

of circumstances look for your ‘tree of hope ‘. Zacchaeus climbed the           

sycamore tree to find his source of hope. What will you do? 

Susan Twemlow 
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Tools With A Mission 

What’s that?  Never heard of it! 

Over the next couple of months you’re going to hear a lot more about 

Tools With A Mission because Kelham Church has decided to offer its 

support during 2026. 

It’s a Charity that collects unwanted tools, refurbishes them, and distributes 

them to people in developing countries who can use them to earn a living and 

gives other the opportunity to use their skills and experience in tangible ways 

that benefit others. At the same time, it prevents thousands of unwanted 

items either going to landfill or cluttering up our homes. 

In the UK, the Charity can supply refurbished tools to Community                

organisations as well as providing volunteering opportunities to a whole 

range of people – anything from van driving to admin work. It provides space 

for volunteers – often with mental health problems – to socialise, make 

friends and at the same time use their skills in a significant way. Their work 

also supports other groups according to their needs, for example, offering 

work placements to young people with additional needs. 

Overseas, it sends tool kits to training centres in six countries in Africa.  

Trainees study carpentry, tailoring, mechanics and other practical skills and 

after successfully completing the course, they are given a tool kit so they can 

start earning a living, support themselves and feed their families. 

On 18-19
th
 April, Kelham Church will hold an ‘Open Churches’ weekend when 

you will be able to donate any unwanted tools you have – it doesn’t matter if 

it’s a single screwdriver or shed-load – we will collect them together and    

donate on behalf of our villages. 

So when you’re doing your annual Spring Cleaning, think of Tools With A  

Mission and sort out those overcrowded shelves and cupboards full of       

neglected tools. 

Save the dates – 18-19
th

 April and look out for more information about the 

Open Church weekend and our charity collection in next month’s magazine. 
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The Be-Attitudes 
 
 

What values do you live by? Have you ever thought about your core values? 
I’ve heard someone’s core values explained as ‘who they really are’, the kind of 
core principles that dictate how you behave, what you prioritise, what you are 
or are not willing to do. Some examples might be: integrity, justice, kindness, 
knowledge, leadership, learning, love, loyalty, mindfulness, optimism, patience 
the list is almost endless. 
 
What if I were to suggest some potentially less popular values: meekness, 
righteousness, mercy, purity, peace. Add to these values mournfulness,        
persecution and insult and you have the list from one of Jesus’ most famous 
sets of teachings known as ‘The Sermon on the Mount’ (found in the Bible,  
Matthew chapter five and verses one to twelve). These are sometimes known 
as the ‘Beattitudes’. It’s an interesting list when you compare it to a word that 
seems (on the outside at least) to value a different set of things… The world 
seems to value the assertive, Jesus says ‘meekness’; the world values         
retribution but Jesus says ‘mercy’; the world values indulgence whereas Jesus 
says ‘purity’; the world values force but Jesus says ‘peace’. They are kind of 
topsy-turvy values. So which is right? 
 
Well, I’m reflecting on our world and whether its predominant value system is 
working for us. We live in a world driven by capitalism: ‘nothing ventured,   
nothing gained;’ where market forces are king and the world is the oyster for 
anyone who has the nouse to reach out and grab it. Its values might be seen 
as: assertiveness (if you want it, take it), force (survival of the fittest) or power 
(don’t let anyone see your weaknesses), indulgence (you’ve earned it, use it). 
But how is that working for us? The problem is that this is built on a competitive 
society - for every winner there is a loser. If someone makes it big on the stock 
market, someone else inevitably loses. We see it in the culture wars too: we’re 
told that we must put Britain first (exchange the country from wherever you live) 
but if we’re making decisions that are purely for our benefit, they will normally 
disadvantage someone else. We’re told we have to choose - farmers or      
pensioners, young or old, renter or landlords and these groups are pitted 
against each other and culture wars ensue. The result… winners! (And losers.)  
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When Jesus first gave us his list he said that those who hold these values are 
‘blessed’. It’s an interesting word. Some translations of the Bible say 
‘Happy’ (‘Happy are the meek…’) but I don’t think happy cuts it - how can we 
be ‘happy’ to be mourning? It's something deeper than that. By blessed I think 
it means that something good will come your way. It’s actually a word used in 
the Bible to describe when we pray that God will ‘bless’ or bring something 
good to a person or a community. (My emails always end with ‘God Bless.’) 
 
Jesus’ way is different, shocking…beautiful. What if the world wasn’t to be won 
but to be shared? What if we could work together, collaborate, for community 
benefit not an individual one? Now that’s world changing. I think if we can 
shrug off the competitivity of the world and look towards Jesus’ list: valuing 
meek cooperation that says, ‘no, after you..’ valuing righteousness that seeks 
to do the right thing even if we personally lose out as a result; showing mercy 
instead of wanting revenge or retribution; and promoting peace, then perhaps 
we can all be winners together. 
God Bless. 
 
Rev Peter Hibberts, Minister in the Newark and Southwell Methodist    
Circuit 
newakandsouthwellmethodist.org.uk; peter.hibberts@methodist.org.uk; 
01636 812166; 07561 665585 

 

The Register  

Internment of Ashes  

 

Neil Wainwright 5th December  2025  

St Wilfrid’s North Muskham  

Ray Neil 19th December 2025  

St Wilfrid’s North Muskham  

Derek Favel 23rd December 2025  

St Michael and All Angels Averham  
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Hello and  A Happy and Blessed New Year  

I hope you’ve had a good start the new year. As we 

move through February it’s always a joy to see the 

first signs of a new season  approaching with the  

early buds and flowers beginning to show and new 

life appearing.  

It’s been a joy to see signs of new life in the church 

too in recent times with lots of reports of people      

returning to church and statistics to show for it (google the ‘Quiet Revival’ report 

if you haven’t already).   

At St Michael’s Church in Farnsfield (where I’m the vicar) we’ve been blessed to 

have seen that a little over these past few years with many new people joining 

our church family, attending Alpha Courses, and taking steps in faith. One of the 

highlights of 2025 was seeing 14 adults (many of whom were new to church this 

past year) being baptised as a sign of their newfound faith and desire to follow 

Jesus.  

Perhaps you’ve sensed a fresh openness to spiritual things too, either in yourself 

or in others? 

All this is a really exciting context to the new ‘Rural Clusters’ which have been 

created in conversation with the team at the diocese and particularly our      

Archdeacons. Farnsfield has been identified as the ‘hub’ church for ‘Rural    

Cluster 3’ which includes the Riverside churches of North & South Muskham, 

Averham & Kelham, and a number of parishes in between.  

The new Rural Cluster won’t change anything in terms of parish boundaries – 

and I’m pleased to say the plan is still for the Riverside parishes to have their 

own vicar in due course. Rather this is a strategic and missional partnership 

aimed at enabling our churches to work together to resource new ministry and        

encourage growth. 

Alongside the clergy posts which will continue as planned, there will be a     

number of new paid cluster roles which have been made possible through the 

generosity of the national church, and which will support new mission and     

ministry. My role as the (fancy title alert) ‘Lead Mission Enabler’ will be to work 

alongside this new team, as well as local clergy and Parochial Church Councils, 

to support these developments.  

Whilst we’re still getting our heads around what it all means and how it might all 

work, I think it’s a great   opportunity to work together as parishes as we seek to 

follow God’s lead and enable more people to find a home in our churches.  
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We haven’t yet got a name for our new Rural    

Cluster (we’re still currently known by the not-very-

catchy title of ‘Rural Cluster 3’) but we have got a 

guiding verse to set us on our way. In Luke 10:2 as 

Jesus sends out his disciples into the towns and 

places he was about to go, says to them the 

words: ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are 
few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send 
out workers into his harvest field.’ 

If you’re the praying type do join us in praying for 
this exciting new venture as we seek to work together as parishes and share 
the good news of Jesus with our villages and communities. And if you’d like 
to find out more then please speak to someone from your local church or feel 
free to make contact with me directly at chris@stmichaelsfarnsfield.org  
 

With every blessing for the new year, 

Rev. Chris Pearse  

Priest in Charge of Farnsfield, Kirklington (with Hockerton), Maplebeck &  

Winkburn, and Lead Mission Enabler for Rural Cluster 3 

This is our first edition for the new year. There are those in our villages who 
used to be able to come to Church but illness or frailty make that more       
difficult now. So, in discussion with the people on the management team and 
reflecting  the magazine is produced under the aegis of both the local    
Methodist and Church of England Churches we decided to include a short 
prayer each edition. 

A Prayer for the start of a new year . 

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
whose years never fail 
and whose mercies are new each returning day: 
let the radiance of your Spirit renew our lives, 
warming our hearts and giving light to our minds; 
that we may pass the coming year 
in joyful obedience and firm faith; 
through him who is the beginning and the end, 
your Son, Christ our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

Amen  
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Notes of the meeting North Muskham Parish Council  
12th January 2026  
 
1. Planning application for redevelopment of the service station north of the village. 
Members had no overall objections but were concerned that a proposed gaming 
area, as part of the new facilities, could be an allurement to village youngsters 
who, in the absence of any safe pedestrian way would walk to the facility via the 
A1 verge in close proximity to speeding vehicles. Agreed to write to the applicant 
and adjacent owners. 
 
2. Noted that the village handyman is looking to retire in June and agreed that the 
clerk draw up an initial advert seeking interest from potential replacements.        
Anyone interested should contact Ian Harrison or Gary Hobbs as the first step. 
Preference will likely be given to village residents.  
 
3. A budget was agreed for the 26/27 year with an inflation rate applied. 
 
4. An improvement schedule for the allotments was noted to be carried out in time 
for the judging of Blooming North Muskham. 
 
5. The final hearings to be held for the GNR solar were noted. 
 
6.It was reported that an alternative option for the proposed cafe/hub was now   
being pursued in partnership with the local Methodists. This would entail much 
lesser costs and quicker delivery times. The PC will now meet with its solicitors to 
agree a legal process. 
 
7. The Neighbourhood Plan survey would be issued within the next few weeks. 
 
8. An update was given on the Blooming North Muskham initiative and judging is 
expected early July. Anyone wishing to assist should contact Alision Luke. 
 
9. A village festival event was discussed and the weekend of 4 and 5th July was 
agreed as provisional dates. 
 
Ian Harrison 
Chairman 

Smile Lines 
A teacher told her young class of children to try and draw the portrait of     
someone they knew. While they worked, she walked about, keeping an eye on 
their progress. 
One little girl was working diligently, and the teacher asked who she was     
drawing. The child replied: “I’m drawing God.” 
The teacher protested that no one knows what God looks like. Without missing 
a beat, or looking up from her drawing, the girl replied, “They will in a minute.” 
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         Iguazu Falls    

 

  

 

Tennis: 
7 floodlit courts 

Group and individual coaching 
at all levels 

10 LTA No:s League Teams 
Junior LTA League Teams 
County LTA Tournaments 
Free trial group lessons 

  

Tennis and Pickleball: 
Coaching for all levels 

available – juniors & 
adults 

Social play sessions for 
members 

Non-members can book 
courts online and simply 

pay to play 
  

Pickleball: 
5 brand new floodlit dedicated pickleball courts 

Introduc�on to pickleball course star�ng February – learn the 
essen�al shots and core fundamentals of pickleball, under-

stand the rules, play the game – drive, drop, dink! 
  

  

 

  
Caunton Lawn Tennis Club, Horsebridge Meadows, Maplebeck Road, Caunton, NG23 6AS 

Email: info@cauntontennisclub.co.uk 
Website: www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/CauntonLawnTennisClub 
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Can you pledge £10 to help festival’s 10
th

 birthday leave a lasting legacy? 

Everyone loves to honour a birthday with a 0 in it and when it’s your very first    

decade you definitely have to celebrate in style. 

That’s what the Newark Book Festival is planning on doing from July 9th to 

12th, 2026, when it presents its 10th chapter to its literature-loving audiences. 

And you don’t just get an invite – you can help to get the party started too.   

Having spent the last nine years bringing the world of words, and all that books and 

reading encapsulate and inspire, off the page and in to the streets and venues of 

the Nottinghamshire town, the festival team wants to make sure number 10 will 

most definitely be one to remember – but also one with a lasting legacy.  

“Over the years the festival has built on its foundations, adapting to Covid           

regulations one year, introducing and encouraging its Young Ambassadors,       

presenting internationally-renowned speakers alongside local authors just starting 

out and creating such a strong community along the way” says the festival’s artistic 

director Sara Bullimore.    

“Now we are ten we want to not only present the best programme of events yet, 

honouring what’s come before whilst continuing to be fresh and innovative, but we 

also want to look ahead to the future and ensure that there will be another ten 

years to come and another big 0 birthday to celebrate. 

“So we’re reaching out to our community and beyond asking if they can help us 

reach our most ambitious fundraising target yet – can you help donate by donating 

£10, or whatever you can afford, to our GoFundMe collection to help us reach 

£10,000?   

“And once you’ve made your pledge, can you help by spreading the word, telling at 

least 10 more people about the fantastic work our beautiful festival does and    

helping them become part of our story too? 

“We’ve hosted author events with bestsellers, award-winners and emerging writers, 

offered a dedicated schools as well as children’s programme, shown theatrical   

performances, live music and street theatre, welcomed TV personalities,            

highlighted the town’s history and nature, provided outreach events in neighbouring 

villages, put on trails, creative activities, contemporary discussion groups, writing 

workshops and so much more – so you can be sure there are plenty of tales to tell.  

“The whole of 2026 is ready to be a huge celebration of literature as it’s been    

designated as a National Year of Reading and it will also see the launch of the  

Children’s Booker Prize – let’s make sure that the Newark Book Festival can be a 

part of it all.” 

Will your £10 help the festival find its £10,000?  Go to www.gofundme.com/f/
celebrate-10-with-newark-book-festival to donate or visit 
www.newarkbookfestival.org.uk to find out more.   
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St Wilfrid’s Church, North and  South  
Muskham are collection points for 

Newark Food Bank.  If you have any  
contributions please leave them in 

church. 
 The items urgently needed: -Food Items- 

 
Long Life Fruit Juice, Tinned Meat (served hot) 
Pasta Sauce , Tinned Tomatoes, Tinned Fruit, Cereal Bars 
 
Other Items - Multi Surface Cleaner 

A regular update of specific items needed can be found on the website: 
https://newark.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/ 

If you would like items collected, please contact Ann 01636 605477 

 

 

Next Coffee Morning    

You are warmly invited to come  

and enjoy coffee and cake at  

St. Wilfrid’s Church,  

North Muskham  

10.00am until 12 noon  

Saturday  

14th February   

 

It hurts 

A little girl told her mother one day before lunch that her stomach was hurting. 
Her mother replied: "That's because it's empty, you have to put something into 
it!"   

That evening the minister and his wife came for dinner. The minister looked a bit 
rough and explained that his head was hurting him. The little girl gave him a 
sweet smile and said encouragingly: "That's because it's empty, you have to put 
something into it!"   
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Your Voice Matters 

Help shape the    
future of our        

village? 

 

h�ps://forms.gle/3ighBmj7FZwSmyyJ9 
Dear resident, business or organisation in North Muskham, 
You may already be aware that the Parish Council has set up a volunteer  
Steering Group to produce a Neighbourhood Plan for North Muskham. 
A Neighbourhood Plan is a community-led document that gives local people a 
real say in how their area develops. It can bring significant benefits, including 
greater influence over development, protection of valued landscapes and      
heritage, improved community facilities, and a shared long-term vision shaped 
by residents. 
The Steering Group believes that the most important part of this process is 
hearing from everyone in the village. Your views and wishes will help shape 
the future direction of North Muskham, which is why your participation is so    
important. 
This survey is your opportunity to share your thoughts on a range of important 
local matters. There are 38 planning questions, which we appreciate is quite a 
number, but many are simple tick-box questions, with the option to add        
comments if you wish. 
There may be more questions than are usually included in a Neighbourhood 
Plan survey; however, as this is a ‘once-in-a-generation’ opportunity, the Parish 
Council has chosen to include questions covering other important village issues 
as well. 
The survey questionnaire is accessible online, and we hope you will find it 
easy to complete. You can access it online either by clicking the  
forms.gle link at the top of this page or you can click or scan the QR code 
at the top right. 
If you would prefer a paper copy, these will be available at: The hall of the   
Muskham Rural Community Centre (MRCC) and at the back of St Wilfrid’s 
Church, North Muskham. Collection boxes will be available at both locations for 
completed surveys. Alternatively, if you would like a copy delivered to you, 
please contact:- 

Gary Hobbs at:- gary.hobbs4@btinternet.com; 07557022237 
Thank you very much for taking the time to take part. Your views really do    
matter and will help shape the future of our village. 
 
With best wishes, 
 
North Muskham Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
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Palm Sunday 

at Averham  

 

A private funeral ceremony will take 

place on 2nd February 2026 at 

11:00am at Ollerton Crematorium. 

Donations in lieu of flowers, if desired, may be made to Dementia UK, in 

memory of Reinhild.  

Obituary 
Reinhild Gannon, of South Muskham, 

passed away peacefully on 2nd        

January 2026 at the Strawberry Fields 

Care Home, surrounded by her loving 

and devoted husband Michael, her son 

Andrew, and her daughter-in-law       

Suzanne. 

 

Reinhild was dearly loved by her family 

and will be remembered with great     

affection by all who knew her. She 

faced her later years with quiet strength 

and dignity, supported with unwavering 

love by those closest to her. 

 

Disturb us, Lord  Attributed to Sir Francis Drake, 16th Century 

Disturb us, Lord, 
When we are too well pleased with our-
selves, 
When our dreams have come true 
Because we have dreamed too little, 
When we arrived safely 
Because we sailed too close to the shore. 

Disturb us, Lord, 
When with the abundance of things we 
possess 
We have lost our thirst 
For the waters of life; 
Having fallen in love with life, 
We have ceased to dream of eternity 
And in our efforts to build a new earth, 
We have allowed our vision 
Of the new Heaven to dim. 

 Disturb us, Lord, to dare more 
boldly, 
To venture on wider seas 
Where storms will show your 
mastery; 
Where losing sight of land, 
We shall find the stars. 
We ask You to push back 
The horizons of our hopes; 
And to push into the future 
In strength, courage, hope, and 
love. 
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SOUTH MUSKHAM AND  LITTLE CARLTON  VILLAGE HALL 
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The Rules of Marriage  
Valentines Day Special  

 

Question:  What is the right age to 
get  married? 
23 is the best age because you know 
the person FOREVER by then. –     
Camille, age 10 
No age is good to get married at. You 
got to be a fool to get married. –    
Freddie, age 6 (very wise for his age) 
 
Question:  How can a stranger tell if 
two people are married? 
You might have to guess, based on 
whether they seem to be yelling at the 
same kids. 
– Derrick, age 8 
Question: What do you think your 
Mum and Dad have in common? 
Both don’t want any more kids.—    

Lori, age 8 
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Wednesday  

Evening Prayer 6pm    

via Microsoft Teams   

Please contact  Philip Staniforth 
for the Team’s Link 

philip@stanca.co.uk  

 

Sunday  

1st February 9.30 

St Wilfrid’s  

North Muskham  

Holy Communion 

Sunday  

8th February 9.30  

St Wilfrid’s South 

Muskham  

Morning Prayer  

Sunday  

15th February 3.00 

St Wilfrid’s  

North Muskham  

 

Wednesday 

18th February 

7.00pm  

St Wilfrid’s  

North Muskham  

Ash Wednesday  

Sunday  

22nd February 9.30 

St Michael and All 

Angels Averham  

Morning Prayer  

Sunday  

22nd February 

4.00pm 

St Michael and All 

Angels Averham  

 

Sunday  

15th February 9.30 

St Wilfrid’s  

Kelham  

Holy Communion 

Church of England Services February 2026  
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Sunday 

1st February 

Café Church 

Rev. Peter Hibberts  

 2.00pm 

Sunday  

8th February 

Mrs. G. Hobbs  10.30am 

Sunday  

15th February 

Café Church 

Rev. G. Hall 

2.00pm 

Sunday 

22nd February  

Rev. L. Mackrell-Hey  10.30am 

TOY SERVICE – We had an enjoyable Café 
Church Toy Service at the beginning of December. 
Thank you to everyone who attended and donated 
toys for the Salvation Army Toy appeal. 
 
CHRISTINGLE SERVICE – It was great to see so 
many people on Christmas Eve for our Christingle 
service. The collection for Action for Children 
amounted to £146.37. Thank you to all who 
gave so generously. Our grateful thanks to the 
Muskham Pantry who donated the oranges.  
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 Muskham Rural Community Centre 

North Muskham’s Village Hall for all the Community 

Nelson Lane, North Muskham, NG23 6HL 
 

 
**NEW** Online Booking: https://hallbookingonline.com/muskham 

You can now check availability and book online. Three rooms - large hall, small hall & meeting 

room plus kitchen & licensed bar. Discounts for North Muskham residents. 

     email us at: bookings@muskhamruralcc.co.uk  phone:01636 343010 

 

  Daytime Regular Events Evening Regular Events 

Mon Lunch Club 12.30  phone 07761 463830 or  

email peggybuck@hotmail.com 

                7:30pm - History Group 
          (every 3

rd
 Monday of the month) 

Bryon Harlow 01636 918847                             
bryonharlow45@talktalk.net 

Tues 10:00 - 12:00 Short Mat Bowls 
Just turn up.  Not on in school holidays. 

6:30 to 7:30pm - Wild Earth Yoga 
 Sarah Pike 07789 986558                                                              
hello@wild-earth-yoga.co.uk 
 7:45-9:15pm -Table Tennis Just turn up 
  7:00-10:00pm – weekly Social Evening with   

licensed bar. Free entrance. 

Weds 

10.30am -12.30pm – Muskham Craft Group 

(not in school holidays) 
Marian: 07796 935002                             

jmarian89@yahoo.co.uk 

  
  

Thurs 

  
10am – 12noon Art Group 

Jim Wishart - 07831 183523 
  

  

Fri 
9:30am - Seated Movement Class 
Rhuel: rhueliosamuels@gmail.com 

07477820043 
 

Week 

days 
Muskham Out of School Club 

& Muskham Preschool as below 
5:00-7:30pm - Cougars Football 

Cougars train & play at our Playing Fields and have Junior 

Football Teams for U7, U9, U11 and U13 
OFSTED Registered Childcare Facilities 

North Muskham Preschool                                                 
Manager: Helen Walters 07714 799408 2 – 4 years olds Monday to Friday (Term Time) 

8:30am – 4pm 

Muskham Out of School Club                                
Breakfast Club & After School Club 

School Holidays & Inset Days 
Manager: Helen Waterfield 07944 467076 

4 – 14 years olds Monday to Friday (Term Time) 
7:30-8:50am & 3:30-6pm 

Muskham Out of School – Holiday Club 
Manager: Helen Waterfield 07944 467076 4 – 14 years olds Monday to Friday (Holidays) 

8am to 6pm 
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Britnell Tree Services 

All Aspects of Tree Works 

includes Felling,  

Crown Reductions  

Crown Thinning,  

Crown Lifting, Pollarding 

 
Gardening & Landscaping 

 
Reliable & Trustworthy 

 Fully Insured & Qualified All 
works carried out to BS3998 

Call Will today for your 
free quote on 07821 

342942 or 01636 702807 
or email  

BritnellTreeServices@gmail.com 

 

L J Dye 
Electrical Services 

 
Over 25 Years Experience 

 
All types of domes�c, 

commercial, and agricultural 
work undertaken including 

cooker repairs. 
 

Call Leigh on  
Tel: 07910 645727 

 

 
 

PATTERSON'S CARPETS LTD 

 

We offer a free, no obligation, measuring and sample  

delivery service in Newark and the surrounding villages. 

60 CARTERGATE, NEWARK, Notts.  NG24 1UB 

Telephone 01636 703394 

info@pa:ersonscarpetsltd.co.uk
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Candlemas Forty Days After Christmas New Testament  Important Age 
Baby Boy First Public Appearance Mary Jewish Temple  festival  
presentation  described  light world candles lighting early 

Wordsearch - The Presentation of Christ in the Temple/ Candlemas 

Candlemas, 2
nd

 February, comes exactly 40 days after Christmas. In New   
Testament times 40 days old was an important age for a baby boy: it was 
when they made their first ‘public appearance’. Mary, like all good Jewish 
mothers, went to the Temple with Jesus, her first male child - to ‘present 
Him to the Lord’. Thus, we have the Festival of the Presentation of Christ 
in the Temple (Luke 2: 22-40). So where does the Candlemas bit come 
in? Jesus is described in the New Testament as the Light of the World, 
and early Christians developed the tradition of lighting many candles in 
celebration of this day.   
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    Muskham Rural Community Centre  

       Nelson Lane, North Muskham NG23 6HL 

 Our centre provides the ideal venue for family                
celebrations, weddings, outdoor events, drama groups,       
caravan rallies, parties and community events. 

Book online at www.muskhamruralcc.co.uk/booking  

                email:  bookings@muskhamruralcc.co.uk   

                                    phone: 01636 343010 

 

     

 

Our regular activities and groups include short mat 
bowls, table tennis, yoga, fitness classes, craft &       
needlework, art group & lunch club. (see our What’s On 
page for details). We also host live music events and 
stage productions. 

Tuesday Social Evenings  

Every Tuesday from 7pm licensed bar  
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ESSENTIAL  

ELECTRICAL  

SERVICES 

Residential & Commercial    

electrical services 

Additional sockets, lighting,      

rewires etc. 

Electrical Testing: EICRs 

and PAT Testing 

C & G qualified electrician. 

Transparent pricing 

Tel. 07505 393 957 

Marshalls Coaches, Sutton on Trent LtdMarshalls Coaches, Sutton on Trent LtdMarshalls Coaches, Sutton on Trent LtdMarshalls Coaches, Sutton on Trent Ltd    

Your only local family run bus and coach operator.Your only local family run bus and coach operator.Your only local family run bus and coach operator.Your only local family run bus and coach operator. 

You can also view our 37 & 38 �metables,  

plus much more informa�on on our website  

www.marshallscoaches.co.uk  

 

Contact us on 01636 821138, and choose one of the 

following options: 

Option 1  or 5 – Private Coach Hire enquiries 

Option 2 – Timetable enquiries and Lost Property 
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Muskham  
Out of School 
Club Ltd.  

provides quality, affordable childcare at Muskham Rural Community Centre.  
The Club offers a wide variety of activities for children aged 4 to 11 years in a 
safe and stimulating environment.  
The Club offers an invaluable service to working parents who can feel confident 
that their children are being cared for, and having fun, outside of the normal 
school day.  
The Club opening hours are:  

7.30am to 8.45am with delivery to school  
3.30pm to 6.00pm with collection from school  
8.00am to 6.00pm in holidays and INSET days  

Please contact Helen Waterfield with any queries/questions 

Contact Helen on 07944 467076  

 



32 



33 

 

 



34 

 
Muskham Preschool 
Rated ‘GOOD’ by Ofsted 2023 

 

Monday to Friday 8.30am-4.00pm(term time) 

Tuesday & Thursdays in school holidays 

8.30am – 4.00pm 

Half and full day sessions available 

Government funded places for 18 month, 2,3,4 year old    
children 

15 and 30 hours    Tax free childcare accepted 

 

Muskham Preschool is at the heart of the community to provide a happy, homely             
environment, where children can build secure relationships, confidence and become     
settled in their surroundings. They will learn through play and their own interests indoors 
and outdoors so they can thrive and achieve in their learning and develop their readiness 
to start the next adventure in life.   

 Qualified, experienced staff 

 Private outdoor garden and play  
area 

 Variety of indoor play areas 

 Caterpillar music sessions  

 Registered Ofsted provider  

Contact us: 

Muskham Rural Community Centre, Nelson Lane, 
North Muskham, Newark, Notts NG23 6EN 

Please call us on 07714799408, email us at: 

muskhamplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk 

Make friends  Gain independence  Enjoy new experiences  
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St. Wilfrid’s Church,  

North Muskham  

on Sunday 15th February   at 3.00pm 
Future Dates  

 Sunday  15th March  2026  

Friday 3rd April 2026 Hot Cross Bun     

--------------------- 

St Michael & All Angels  Averham  
Sunday 22nd February at 4pm 

Future date 
Sunday 22nd March 2026 

 
 

 
   Stories 


