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A silver birch stands light and graceful, its white bark and fluttering 

leaves bringing gentle movement and brightness to the landscape.  
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The Muskham Magazine is produced on behalf of:  

 
The Methodist Church, North Muskham; St Wilfrid’s Church, North 
Muskham; and 
St Wilfrid’s Church, South Muskham  

           

Church of England  

Enquiries about arrangements for baptisms, weddings and funerals in the North and 
South Muskham Church of England Churches should be made to  the Church 
Wardens 
          
Church Wardens – those generally responsible for the day-to-day functioning of 
the Church 

 South Muskham   David Watson 01636 707248 

 North Muskham  Ann Willey          01636 605477 

      Martin Talbot   01636 676935/07702729974 

More info: www.riversideparishes.co.uk  www.facebook.com/riversidemessy 

————————————————————————————- 
Methodist Church 
 
Enquiries about arrangements for baptisms, weddings and funerals in the 
Methodist Church should be made with Revd. Peter Hibberts. 
Email: peter.hibberts@methodist.org.uk Tel: 01636 812166. 

————————————————————————————- 
 
Articles for possible inclusion in this magazine should be emailed (in 
Microsoft Word format) to:  muskhammagazine@yahoo.com  
Copy required by  Tuesday 18th August for the September  2026 edition.  
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Magazine Donations & Advertising 

This Muskham Magazine is distributed free to local homes. It is paid for 

by adver�sing and  dona�ons. 

We are grateful to all those who pay for adver�sing in the magazine as this really

helps with paying the bills. We also welcome dona�ons … 

Dona�ons towards the cost of the magazine can be made by: 

Making an electronic bank payment to -  

Muskham Magazine Fund 

sort code  54– 10-23.  Account Number  19397550 

Sending a cheque (made payable to ‘Muskham Magazine Fund’) or cash, 

to Linda Guy, Andy Willey or your magazine distributor. 

If for any reason you don’t wish to receive a copy of the Muskham Magazine, do let 

us know and we will ask our distributors not to post one through your le erbox. 

To adver�se in the Muskham Magazine please email  

muskhammagaccounts@yahoo.com 

Adver�sing Rates 

  Full page   Monthly  £27.50 

  Half page   Monthly   £17 

  Quarter page  Monthly  £12 

Advertisements are published in good faith and inclusion of an 
advertisement does not imply endorsement of the business/
organisation or its products/services by the magazine, nor does it 
constitute a recommendation.  

For the September  2026  edi�on of the magazine - 

Copy required by  Tuesday 18th  August  2026. 

 

Did you know? 

To see a copy of the Muskham  

Magazine in colour  see 

www.northmuskhamvillage.co.uk 

Or 

www.riversideparishes.co.uk  
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This month brings a wonderful burst of achievement and 
community spirit across our villages, reminding us just how 
much talent, dedication, and quiet service thrive here in the 
Muskham area. 

Our young footballing heroes, The Muskham Cougars, 
continue to make us proud. Boys and girls alike have shown 
impressive skill, teamwork, and determination throughout 
the season. Their enthusiasm, sportsmanship, and growing 
confidence reflect the very best of youth sport, and they  
represent our villages with real pride wherever they play.(page 10) 

We also celebrate an extraordinary national honour for Jade Loftos (née 
Glithero), formerly of Willow Drive, who has been awarded a Gold Medal at 
the Chelsea Flower Show for her stunning floral arrangement. This   
achievement, alongside her title of Florist of the Year, places her firmly 
among the country’s finest creative talents. It is inspiring to see someone with 
Muskham roots achieving such remarkable success on the national stage. 
(page 9) 

Closer to home, heartfelt thanks go to Alison and Joe Luke and their       
dedicated team of volunteers, who have been working tirelessly to prepare the 
village for East Midlands in Bloom, with judging taking place on 2nd July. 
Their planting, pruning, painting, and organising have brought colour and care 
to every corner of the village, reflecting the pride we all share in our           
community. (Pages 11 & 17) 

We also offer deep gratitude to David Watson, who retires this year after an 
incredible 35 years as Churchwarden of St Wilfrid’s Church, South     
Muskham. His quiet dedication, steady service, and unwavering commitment 
have shaped the life of the church and supported generations of worshippers. 
His contribution is woven into the very fabric of village life. (page 16) 

Thanks also to our Parish Councillors—you’ll find updates from all three 
councils in this edition—who work tirelessly to improve life for us all. (pages 
14, 15, 18 & 25) 

Taken together, the achievements and work captured in this magazine show 
villages full of talent, heart, and community spirit. You will also read about the 
vision of Mr Pearson, Head Teacher of Muskham School, who is placing our 
children at the heart of this community, as well as a plea for help at St Wilfrid’s 
Church. (pages 8& 19) 

I am taking a short break, but Muskham Magazine will return in September. 
Let me know what’s happening where you live. Have a safe and enjoyable 
summer. 

Susan  
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As the long days of summer settle gently over our villages, I’m reminded how 
this season has a way of slowing us down—inviting us to notice things we might 
otherwise hurry past. The soft hum of bees in the hedgerows, the laughter of 
children released from school routines, the scent of freshly cut grass drifting 
across the fields. Summer has its own liturgy, if only we pause long enough to 
hear it. 
In the church calendar, these months are often called “Ordinary Time”, yet there 
is nothing ordinary about the gifts they offer. After the intensity of Easter and 
Pentecost, summer gives us space to breathe, to reflect, and to rediscover the 
quiet presence of God in the everyday. Jesus often taught outdoors—on 
hillsides, by lakes, along dusty roads—reminding us that faith is not confined to 
buildings but woven through the whole of life. 
Many of us will be travelling over the coming weeks, whether far afield or simply 
along the side of the River Trent to the Secret Barn an ice cream or a cream tea. 
Others will stay close to home, tending gardens, welcoming family, or enjoying 
the simple pleasure of a warm evening on the doorstep. Wherever we find     
ourselves, I hope we can carry with us a sense of gratitude for the beauty 
around us and the community we share. Something Mr Pearson talks about in  
his vision for Muskham 
School. 
Summer can also be a 
time when loneliness     
becomes more noticeable,           
especially for those who 
don’t have the bustle of 
family or holiday plans. If 
you know someone who 
might appreciate a visit, a 
chat, or even a slice of 
cake, I  encourage you to 
reach out. Small gestures 
can shine brightly. 
As always, the church 
doors remain open—
literally and figuratively.  
 
Whether you come seeking quiet, companionship, or simply a cool moment of 
stillness, you are welcome. Perhaps think about joining us for our next Let’s 
Connect Service on 7th July at St Wilfrid’s North Muskham –tea/coffee from 
9.30am   
May this season bring you rest, joy, and a renewed awareness of God’s gentle 
presence in all things. 
 
With every blessing for the summer months, 
Susan Twemlow 

Licensed Lay Reader in the Riverside Group of Churches 
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Specks and Logs  

 
I often use my driving as an illustration of human nature 
(my own at least!) I’d like to think of myself as a good 
driver, my last driving test (which was to add some extra 
driving permissions to my license so that I could tow 
larger amounts) was a pass with a clean sheet - no    
minor errors! The reality is that I am both a good and a 
bad driver (perhaps like many of us) dependent on lots 
of factors. We are, I think, inherently both inconsistent 
and hypocritical as humans, and driving for me is once 
again an illustration of this. 
 
My driving instructor used to talk a lot about good observation driving - about 
anticipating what is ahead and adjusting accordingly. (If you see a pedestrian 
at a junction anticipate them stepping out, if you see someone waiting at a  
pelican crossing, anticipate a red light.) I also like to try not to cause an        
obstruction. In particular I don’t like to block a junction when I’m in traffic jam - 
I like to leave a space to allow people going the other way to get out. Actually, 
I quickly get frustrated, impatient and even cross when someone blocks my 
way because they’ve not observed the same courtesy. They’re stuck in traffic 
but if they’d noticed me, they could have left a little room so that I could come 
out and it wouldn’t have slowed them down at all - they’re in a jam after all! 
 
Okay, I need to give full disclosure here. I don’t have a clean license. I won’t 
go into detail but I’m looking forward to August when I will see penalty points 
on my license lifted. I could go into why I thought the penalty points I received 
were unfair, I could talk about how I wasn’t driving badly, I could churn out my 
mitigating factors. There are always excuses - somewhere to be, running late, 
a lot on my mind. The reality is, I had no defence, there are no valid excuses. 
 
The problem is, when I’m the one in the wrong I make excuses and there’s   
always a reason, but when someone else does something wrong, there’s no 
excuse - they shouldn’t have done it! I’m hypocritical. 
 
Jesus told a story about this. It’s a story about a man who sees something that 
someone else has done and thinks he needs to point out the other person’s 
mistake. Jesus calls it a spec of dirt in the other person’s eye. The problem is 
that the man who is getting all high and mighty has more than a spec in his 
own eye - Jesus describes it as a log! It carries the well known saying, ‘first 
take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the 
speck from your brother’s eye.’ The moral is that we should concern ourselves 
first with our own mistakes and not place ourselves in a position where we 
judge others. 
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I’m going to try to approach my driving differently. When someone drives in a 
way that annoys me, I’m going to try to consider all the reasons why they 
might have done it (perhaps they’re going through a tough time, they’re under 
pressure, they have a lot of tough stuff to deal with right now…) and I’m going 
to give them the benefit of the doubt. At the same time, I’m going to try and 
spend less time making excuses for the mistakes I make and try to make 
changes instead. I think it’ll be better all round! 
 
Rev Peter Hibberts, Minister in the Newark and Southwell Methodist    
Circuit 
newakandsouthwellmethodist.org.uk; peter.hibberts@methodist.org.uk; 
01636 812166; 07561 665585 

Charity Football Match Raises Over £2,500 
 
North Muskham hosted its annual charity football match on Sunday 24th May, 
raising more than £2,500 for Newark Children’s Bereavement Centre and    
Endometriosis UK. 
Players from Muskham and Lincoln took to the pitch in nearly 30°C heat, with 
Muskham edging a 5–4 win — though the real success was the fantastic       
community support. Thank you to everyone who played, watched, donated, and 
contributed raffle prizes, as well as the Muskham Rural Community Centre  for 
running the bar and Ande and The Ferry team for their help after the match. 
A special thanks goes to Simon Burrows for co-organising the event and       
managing the winning team. It was a brilliant day for two great causes. 
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My Vision.   
Muskham Primary School - At the Heart of Our  Community  

 
As we move through the summer term, I continue to reflect on what a special 
place Muskham Primary School is - not only for our children, but for the wider 
community that supports us so strongly. 
Recent weeks have been filled with memorable moments. From the resilience 
shown by our Year 6 pupils during SATs week to the creativity and curiosity seen 
in every classroom, it has been a wonderful reminder that education is about far 
more than results. Our children demonstrate kindness, teamwork and imagination 
every day - qualities that cannot be measured by tests alone. 
Of course, school life is also about joy. Events such as our school disco bring    
children, families and staff together, creating the happy memories that define     
primary school life. 
Visitors often comment on the politeness, positivity and enthusiasm of our pupils, 
which reflects the caring and supportive environment we are proud to nurture. 
Learning beyond the classroom remains a key strength of our school. Activities 
such as our village scavenger hunts have allowed children to explore Muskham, 
develop problem-solving skills and build a real sense of belonging within their    
local community. Similarly, events like our Reading Café for our Reception parents 
continue to strengthen the important partnership between home and school. 
Community is at the heart of everything we do. This has been evident through  
projects such as Muskham in Bloom, where children worked alongside              
volunteers to enhance our school grounds - an experience that fostered pride, 
teamwork and a sense of shared responsibility. A huge thank you goes out to our 
community helpers; the children absolutely loved their gardening sessions. 
I feel incredibly passionate about the role our school can play within the village. 
Having attended a village primary school myself, I experienced what it truly means 
for a school to sit at the heart of its community…a place where connections are 
strong and the school is woven into everyday life. That is very much the future I 
want for Muskham Primary. 
Though still in the early stages, we are already moving in that direction. I have had 
positive and purposeful conversations with members of our Parish Council, and 
there is a shared ambition to strengthen links further. Together, we are keen to   
ensure the school and the wider community work closely, building something truly 
special for the future. 
As we look ahead to an exciting summer of events and opportunities, I would like 
to thank our families and the wider community for your continued support.          
Together, I believe we are creating a school where children feel happy, valued and 
inspired…one that stands proudly at the heart of Muskham. 
 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Mr S Pearson 
Headteacher 
Muskham Primary School 
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The Register 

Marriages 

St Michael and All Angels 

Bill Briggs-Price and  

Alexandria Ashley  

23 May 2026 

George Browne and Laura Gray  

13th June 2026   

Funerals  

St Wilfrid’s North Muskham  

Marion Florence Usher 16th June 2026 

St Michael and All Angels  

Rose Thurlby 11th June 2026 (Sherwood Crematorium) 

Internment of Ashes  

St Wilfrid’s South Muskham  

Jade  Loftus  

Florist of the Year 

at the  

Chelsea Flower 

Show and her  

Gold Medal Award 

winning    

Floral                   

Arrangement . 

Many                    

Congratulations  

St Wilfrid’s Kelham  

Ryan Mark Hammersley and 

Cara Lauren Wilson Howard 

27th May 2026 
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Celebrating the Success of our Muskham Cougars 

 

Muskham Cougars’ Under 9s team was 

all conquering this season in the Young    

Elizabethan League (YEL) winning both 

the Winter and Spring leagues  in style. 

They were undefeated.  

 

 

 

 

They topped this off  recently by     

winning the YEL Cup competition with 

a 5-1victory in the final.  

 

 

 

 

Not to be outdone…. the U13s team won a thrill-

ing final, scoring a last minute equaliser to draw 1-

1 and win on penalties.  

 

 

 

 

A  very successful season for the club. An amazing tribute to all those behind the 

team which  is a small village team run by volunteers competing  against some         

behemoths ( giants ) from across Nottingham, Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire.  

On a wider note, the club continues to grow with this season operating two 

teams at Under 7s, a first season for our girls’ team at U12 and the rejuvenation 

of our Saturday Morning Club. The Saturday Morning Club brings under 6     

players together each week for a first taste of fun and football.  

Simon Burrows U9s’ Coach.   
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Southwell Music Festival – 28–31 August 
The Southwell Music Festival returns from Friday 28 to Monday  
31 August, bringing four days of exceptional music-making to the  
historic town. Now in its twelfth year, the Festival continues to  
attract leading UK musicians while celebrating Nottinghamshire’s  
own talent. Tickets are now on sale for this much-loved Bank Holiday  
event. A major highlight of the 2026 Festival is the appointment of Isata Kanneh
-Mason as Artist-in-Residence. The internationally acclaimed Nottingham-born 
pianist will appear in several concerts across the weekend. 
Festival Highlights  
 Opening Concert – Friday Evening Isata performs Mozart’s Piano       
Concerto No. 27 with the Festival Sinfonia in the Minster Nave. 
 Solo Recitals Two intimate State Chamber recitals on Saturday and Sunday. 
 Festival Talk A special conversation with Isata on Saturday evening. 
 A Night at the Opera – Saturday Festival Voices and Artistic Director     
Marcus Farnsworth present favourites from opera and theatre. 
Brahms’ German Requiem – Sunday Festival Voices and Sinfonia unite for 
Brahms’ monumental work, featuring Anna Dennis and Gareth Brynmor John. 
Jazz, Folk & Fringe 
 Jazz trumpeter Pete Horsfall performs on Saturday afternoon. 
 The Gavin Fairhall Lever Trio bring contemporary folk on Sunday. 
 Surround Sounds earlyRmorning concerts feature vocal and string           
apprentices. 
 Live and Late events include actor Carla Mendonça (Friday) and the Fred 
Thomas Trio (Saturday). 
Festival Fringe offers free performances across Southwell. 
Community Events 
 Come and Sing – Monday: Mendelssohn’s Hear my prayer for singers of all 
abilities. 
Musical Picnic & Relaxed Concert: Family-friendly music in the Palace      
Gardens, with an inclusive concert welcoming all ages. 
Artistic Director Marcus Farnsworth says the Festival aims to “bring music to 
every corner of this beautiful market town.” 
Full details and tickets: southwellmusicfestival.com 

 

 

Marion Florence Usher  

A Memorial Service will be held for  

Marion Usher on Saturday                 

4th July at 2pm in St Wilfrid’s Church, 

North Muskham. 

Everyone is welcome.  
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Newark Book Festival – 10th Anniversary Highlights 
Newark Book Festival returns from 9–12 July, celebrating its 10th anniversary 
with four days of author events, panels, interviews, and family activities. 
Headline Authors 
Jay McGuiness – Sat 11 July Singer, Strictly champion, and fantasy novelist 
discusses Poison Tides with Coco Omer, followed by a meet-and-greet and  
signing. 
Harriet Tyce – Sat 11 July The bestselling crime writer talks about her new  
thriller Witch Trial at Newark Palace Theatre. Sponsored by Tailored Marketing 
Solutions. 
Annabel Streets – Fri 10 July The awardRwinning “Queen of Walking”           
explores the power of everyday landscapes in The Walking Cure. 
Panels & Special Events 
Battle of the Genres Marcia Hutchinson MBE joins authors from fantasy,  gothic 
horror, historical fiction, and goldenRage crime for a lively genre debate. 
Crime & Thriller Events Alexandra Benedict appears on the “Mysteries, Murder 
and Mayhem” panel. Ajay Chowdhury discusses his latest Kamil  Rahman thriller 
Eden Falls. A Nordic Noir Double Bill features Katrín Júlíusdóttir (Stop Dead) 
and Antti Tuomainen (The Winter Job). 
Children & Schools 
Nat Luurtsema BAFTA-nominated writer presents her funny YA novel The 
Overthinkers Club for ages 9+. 
Hannah Gold Multi-award-winning author and National Year of Reading         
Ambassador shares her new adventure The Lone Husky. Sponsored by East 
Midlands Energy Efficiency. 
Festival Experience 
Expect intimate venues, a friendly atmosphere, 
and plenty of chances to meet authors. Supported 
by Arts Council England, Newark & Sherwood  
District Council, and Newark Town Council.    
Affiliated with Go All In – National Year of    
Reading 2026. 

 

Let’s Connect  7th July 2026  

St Wilfrid’s Church North Muskham. 

Who will you meet ?  

Coffee/

Tea 

from 

9.30am  
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1. The North Muskham Parish Council Chairman's annual report for 2025/26 was 
read out. (This will be available on the village web site). His key wishes for the Parish  
Council (PC) to chase in 2026/27 include:  support to youngsters and young families, 
Greater liaison with the school, youth diversionary activities/facilities and speeding    
deterrents. 
 
2. No further information from Newark &Sherwood District Council (NSDC)  planning 
team in respect of  " The Willows" and Marsh Lane. An update was   received in        
respect of  the large container on Main Street. 
 
3.Deer problem on the allotment- agreed to provide electric fencing. 
 
4.Update received on Neighbourhood Plan (residents are encouraged to view the   
survey results available on the village web site and send their views and comments) 
 
5. Resignation of and thanks to ex Councillor Simon Dolby. Vacancy now exists and 
anyone interested in standing to contact the clerk) 
 
6. Agreed historic village records to go to Nottingham Archives and a request made for 
an inventory of all the documents they hold of this village. 
 
7.Chairman confirmed a very positive meeting held with the  Head Teacher of        
Muskham School including intention to hold a joint village and school fayre and   
agreement to take forward concerns with speeding with action to be taken. 
 
8.Letter of Intention for the Cafe Hub project unanimously accepted and approved and 
recorded as such, to provide further mandate of support to the project. (A presentation 
with detailed update of progress to date was made and this to be made available with 
further updates on the village web site soon). The viability of the project and additional 
grant funding being explored.  
 
9.Blooming North Muskham update report and the PC confirmed its recognition of the 
hard work of Alison Luke, Andy Willey and the fantastic team of volunteers. Judging on 
2nd July. 
 
10. Noted that " Stop the bleed" kits are now available in the village Defib boxes- One 
on Main Street opposite the entrance to the Grange and at the  Muskham Rural    
Community Centre (MRCC). Training sessions to be arranged. 
 
11.Agreed to support the maintenance of the Cromwell Memorial Gardens. 
 
12. Noted that John Dodson, the " village handyman" is retiring this month and to be 
replaced by a Muskham resident Julian Chafer. The Council recognised John’s long 
service to the village and welcomed the commencement of Julian later in June. 
 
Fuller details of business are available on the Village Web site. 
 
Ian Harrison  
Chair NMPC. 
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Update from Sount Muskham and Little Carlton 

Parish Council 17
th

 June 2026 
The Parish Council will be seeking to fill the vacancy left by the resignation of      
Councillor Ron Gill by Co-Option, as no election has been requested.  

If you are interested in joining the Parish Council please contact the Clerk by 
email – clerk@smlcpc.org or by calling 07946 601364.  Details will also be on 
the Parish  Council’s website (www.smlcpc.org)  

Efforts continue to try to get support from the responsible authorities to tackle 
speeding vehicles through both communities.   

Two incidences of fly tipping have been reported to the District Council.  A 
large  number of ‘sharps’ found on Trent Lane, and bags left in the bus shelter 
in Little    Carlton.  If you see any fly tipping please advise the Clerk or report 
directly on the District Council’s website.  

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Wednesday, 15
th

 July 
2026 at 7.30pm in the South Muskham Village Hall.   

The next meeting will then be on Wednesday, 16
th

 September 2026 as  
Council is in Recess during August.     
 
Jayne Saunders  
Clerk to South Muskham and Little Carlton Parish Council 

Mary Woolhouse 

If you live in North Muskham there is a special educational charity called the 

Mary Woolhouse which gives grants to students under the age of 25 who are 

at college or university. Any young person in the same age bracket who have 

an apprenticeship rather than a college or university place may also be able 

to apply for a grant to help with books, tools etc. We also give grants to            

organisations for the education of children and young people. 

Please go to www.marywoolhouse.co.uk and complete the application form by 

clicking on ‘Student Application form’. Students in their second or third year of 

study also need to reapply each year.  

Your application will be acknowledged by email and if your application is    

successful, monies will be paid out in August/September by bank transfer. 

By applying for a grant, you agree for your personal information being held by 

the Mary Woolhouse Charity for administration purposes only. 

Any queries please email admin@marywoolhouse.co.uk 
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A Tribute to David Watson,  
Churchwarden of St Wilfrid’s Church 

For more than thirty-five years, David Watson has been a steady, faithful at 
St Wilfrid’s Church, South Muskham. Quiet, thoughtful, and never seeking        
attention, he has simply got on with the work that keeps a church alive. 
David’s love for the Lord has always shown through his care for St Wilfrid’s. As 
Churchwarden, his dedication has shaped both the church and the wider         
village. His attention to detail is well known; nothing was ever too much trouble. 
Whether preparing for a Sunday service or a major festival, David ensured    
everything was ready and just right. 
For many years he produced all the service booklets and weekly notices, often 
working away in the vestry with the trusty printer. His meticulous preparation 
made worship smooth for clergy and congregation alike. Special services—Holy 
Week, All Souls’, and others—were always beautifully arranged, with every detail 
in place. 
David’s practical contributions have been just as significant. He, alongside Geoff 
Wilkinson, oversaw the installation of the kitchen and toilet facilities. After Jenn 
Pell’s passing, he quietly took on responsibility for coffee and biscuits after 
Church services. (Jenn Pell and David Watson had been Church Wardens       
together for many, many years.) He also guided the church through numerous 
quinquennial    inspections, liaising with architects and managing repairs. 
One of the most touching signs of his devotion is the side-altar furnishings— an 
altar frontal, cross, and candlesticks—donated in memory of his beloved wife, 
Win. The frontal he commissioned has become a beautiful and meaningful     
tribute. 
What stands out most is not the long list of tasks, but the spirit in which David 
has done them: quietly, faithfully, and with deep love. 
St Wilfrid’s and the whole village owe David immense gratitude. His legacy is  
woven into the building, the worship, and the life of the community. We give 
thanks for his years of devoted service and for the example of humble,       
steadfast faith he continues to offer. 
 
 Ann Willey, making a 

presentation to David, at 

the May benefice      

Service in South      

Muskham in recognition 

of all his work not only 

for St Wilfrid's South 

Muskham but for the 

wider benefice including 

St Wilfrid’s Kelham, St 

Michael and All Angels 

in Averham and           

St Wilfrid’s in North 

Muskham. 
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Palm Sunday 

at Averham  

 

 

 

Bat Protection  

It is not always easy to live in harmony with your neighbours particularly when 

they are BATS.As a protected species, often living in Churches, their living   

habits can cause unwelcome problems. Working with the Bat Conservation Trust 

St Wilfrid’s North Muskham has been given a grant, to protect our newly         

upholstered chairs. Come and see for yourself. Church is open daily during  

daylight hours .Thank you to Linda Guy for her amazing skill with the sewing  

machine transforming sheets of protective cloth into bespoke chair protectors. 

Sit in carefree comfort ! 

What has happened inside St Wilfrid’s Church North Muskham? 
 

Blooming North Muskham  

After everyone’s had work    

throughout the village the East    

Midlands in Bloom judges will be 

here on Thursday 2nd July at 10am 

and will spend just under 2 hours 

looking at the great things we have 

achieved. The intention is to        

continue this work and enter the 

competition next year and any     

suggestions and additional help will 

be gratefully appreciated. 

Alison Luke. 
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         Iguazu Falls    

 

  

 

Tennis: 

7 floodlit courts 

Group and individual coaching 

at all levels 

10 LTA No:s League Teams 

Junior LTA League Teams 

County LTA Tournaments 

Free trial group lessons 

  

Tennis and Pickleball: 

Coaching for all levels 

available – juniors & 

adults 

Social play sessions for 

members 

Non-members can book 

courts online and simply 

pay to play 

  

Pickleball: 

5 brand new floodlit dedicated pickleball courts 

Introduc�on to pickleball course star�ng February – learn the 

essen�al shots and core fundamentals of pickleball, under-

stand the rules, play the game – drive, drop, dink! 

  

  

 

  

Caunton Lawn Tennis Club, Horsebridge Meadows, Maplebeck Road, Caunton, NG23 6AS 

Email: info@cauntontennisclub.co.uk 

Website: www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/CauntonLawnTennisClub 

  

 

Bathley Parish Council 

Notice of a Casual Vacancy  
Notice is hereby given due to a Councillor        

resignation that a vacancy has occurred among 

the members of Bathley Parish Council.  Any  

person willing to fill this vacancy should apply to 

the Clerk in writing on or before the 1
st
 July 2026. 

Applicants must appear on the current register of 

the Voters List, be over 18 years of age, the     

applicant should, during the whole of the twelve 

months preceding the relevant date, have       

resided in or within three miles of the parish or 

the applicant’s only place of work during the 

whole of the twelve months preceding the        

relevant date is in the parish. The applicant must 

not be debarred from standing as a Councillor.  

Applicants should be able to evidence the       

necessary skills needed to serve as a councillor.  

Please see electoralcommission.org.uk for      

further information. Interested parties should 

please  contact the Clerk to Bathley Parish 

Council at   bathleyparishcouncil@outlook.com 

or telephone 07887 244077. 
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St Wilfrid’s Church, North and  South  
Muskham are collection points for 

Newark Food Bank.  If you have any  
contributions please leave them in 

church. 
 

The items urgently needed: -Food Items- Tinned Veg Soup, Tinned Peas  
Tinned Corned Beef, Tinned Ham, Pasta Sauce, Tinned Sweetcorn, Tinned 
Tomatoes, Tinned Potatoes 

 

Other Items Strong Bags (Large) 

A regular update of specific items needed can be found on the website: 
https://newark.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/ 

If you would like items collected, please contact Ann 01636 605477 

 

 

Plants for Charity—Thank you to everyone who supported my efforts to 

raise money for Beaumond House Hospice and the Children's Bereavement 

Centre in Newark . A  total of £540 pounds was raised. £270 has been sent 

to each of the charities. Susan Twemlow 

 
St Wilfrid’s Church South Muskham 

needs your help. 

Have you a couple of hours spare to 

help to clean the Church and to tidy 

the graveyard? 

If you would be willing please      

contact Brian Gilroy.07971 675828 

 Why not join the others who worship there on the second Sunday 

of the month at 9.30am. Our next service on 12th July will be taken 

by our Arch Deacon Tors Ramsey. All are very welcome.   
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Sunday 5th July  
tea/coffee from 9.30am 

St Wilfrid’s  

North Muskham  

See Separate  

Notice on page 13  

Sunday 

12th July 9.30am 

St Wilfrid’s  

South Muskham  

Holy Communion 

Sunday  

19th July  9.30am  

St Wilfrid’s  

Kelham  

Morning Prayer  

Sunday  

26th July  9.30am 

St Michael and All 

Angels   Averham  

Holy Communion 

 

Sunday  

2nd August 9.30am 

St Wilfrid’s  

North Muskham  

Holy Communion  

Sunday 

9th August 9.30am 

St Wilfrid’s  

South Muskham  

Morning Prayer  

Sunday  

30th August 9.30am 

St Wilfrid’s  

Kelham  

Holy Communion 

Sunday  

16th August 9.30am 

St Wilfrid’s  

Kelham  

Holy Communion 

Sunday 

23rd August 9.30am 

St Michael and All 

Angels   Averham  

Morning Prayer  

Sunday  

19th July  3.00pm 

St Wilfrid’s  

North Muskham  

 

Sunday 

12th July 4.00pm 

St Michael and All 

Angels   Averham  

 

Church of England Services July August  2026  
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Sunday 

5th July    

Café Church  

Rev P Hibberts 

 2.00pm 

Sunday  

12th July  

Rev B Morley 10.30am 

Sunday  

19th July   

Café Church  

Rev G Hall 

 

2.00pm 

Sunday 

26th July  

Local Arrangement  10.30am 

Sunday  

2nd August   

Café Church  

Mrs G Hobbs 

2.00pm 

Sunday 

9th August 

Mr I Thompson 10.30am 

Sunday 30th 

August  

Café Church  

Rev D Gibson  

2.00pm 

Sunday  

23rd August 

Mr A Trowbridge  10.30am 

Sunday 

16th August 

Café Church  

Rev L Mackrell-Hey 

 

2.00pm 
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SOUTH MUSKHAM AND  LITTLE CARLTON  VILLAGE HALL 
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 Muskham Rural Community Centre 

North Muskham’s Village Hall for all the Community 

Nelson Lane, North Muskham, NG23 6HL 

 

 

**NEW** Online Booking: https://hallbookingonline.com/muskham 

You can now check availability and book online. Three rooms - large hall, small hall & meeting 

room plus kitchen & licensed bar. Discounts for North Muskham residents. 

     email us at: bookings@muskhamruralcc.co.uk  phone:01636 343010 

 

  Daytime Regular Events Evening Regular Events 

Mon Lunch Club 12.30  phone 07761 463830 

or  email peggybuck@hotmail.com 

Holiday Closures 29th June to 20th  

July.  Lunch Club resumes 27th July. 

                7:30pm - History Group 

          (every 3rd Monday of the month) 

Bryon Harlow 01636 918847                              

bryonharlow45@talktalk.net 

Tues 10:00 - 12:00 Short Mat Bowls 

Just turn up.   

Not on in school holidays. 

6:30 to 7:30pm - Wild Earth Yoga 

 Sarah Pike 07789 986558                                                              

hello@wild-earth-yoga.co.uk 

 7:45-9:15pm -Table Tennis Closed for 

summer holidays July and August  

  7:00-10:00pm – weekly Social Evening with   

licensed bar. Free entrance. 
Weds 10.30am -12.30pm – Muskham Craft 

Group 

(not in school holidays) 

Marian: 07796 935002                             
jmarian89@yahoo.co.uk 

  

  

Thurs  10am – 12noon Art Group 

Jim Wishart - 07831 183523 

  

  

Fri 9:30am - Seated Movement Class 

Rhuel: rhueliosamuels@gmail.com 

07477820043 

 

Week 

days 
Muskham Out of School Club 

& Muskham Preschool as below 

5:00-7:30pm - Cougars Football 

Cougars train & play at our Playing Fields 

and have Junior Football Teams for U7, U9, 

U11 and U13 
OFSTED Registered Childcare Facilities 

North Muskham Preschool                                                 
Manager: Helen Walters 07714 799408 

18 months –  
4 years olds 

Mon to Fri (Term Time) 

8:30am – 4pm 
Tue & Thur 8.30 am—4pm  

School Holidays  

Muskham Out of School Club                                
Breakfast Club & After School Club 

School Holidays & Inset Days 

Manager: Helen Waterfield 07944 467076 

4 – 14 years olds 
Monday to Friday (Term 

Time) 

7:30-8:50am & 3:30-6pm 

Muskham Out of School – Holiday Club 

Manager: Helen Waterfield 07944 467076 
4 – 14 years olds 

Monday to Friday 
(Holidays) 

8am to 6pm 
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Draft Minutes of Bathley Parish Council Meeting 14
th

 May 2026 

 8pm at The Crown Inn at Bathley 

To be approved at next meeting on 9
th

 July 2026 7.30pm The Crown  

Present: Brian Cross (BC), Hilary Heneghan (HH), Adam Bradley (AB), Jim Hawkins 
(JH), Dominic Heneghan (DH), Madeline Reed (MR), Sally Grogan (SG) Clerk 
Apologies: None 
Declaration of Interest: None 
Approval of Minutes: The minutes of the meeting of 18th March 2026 approved  
Proposed JH, seconded HH. 
Meeting adjourned for Councillor Saddington’s arrival at 8.15  
Cllr Saddington advised on the results of the Foxholes Solar Farm meeting last 
Thursday. Norwell parish put forward an excellent case against the proposals stating 
that the preservation and conservation of the village was paramount and the effects 
of a large solar farm would seriously affect the character of the village and            
surrounding areas.  The proposal was refused unanimously but Cllr S stated that it 
would likely go to appeal so the legal process is ongoing. 
Cllr S stated that the planning rules have changed at the County Council under     
Reform and councillors are no longer allowed to ask questions to planning which she 
strongly disagrees with as the parishes they represent no longer have a voice at 
planning meetings. Cllr Saddington left the meeting. 
Matters arising: The overhanging trees on Main Street were discussed. NCC has 
done a site visit and been out to photograph them.  SG to find out what is            
happening. 
The fly tipping had been reported but the council won’t collect as on private land. 
Planning Applications: None 
Great North Road Solar Park:  JPAG has put forward two reports to GNR         
challenging answers they received.  The planning consultant continues to give an 
excellent service to JPAG and we support all his efforts.  It was noted that going for 
a judicial review would be extremely expensive so we rely on everything the       
planning consultant can do. 
Roads:  Via have made an excellent start to the resurfacing works on Main Street 
and there are more works scheduled for 1st to the 3rd of June for trial hole testing.  
SG to find out what the timeframe is and which sections will be looked at.  
Financial Matters:  The AGAR accounts completed by the internal auditor Alan 
Smith were viewed by Councillors.  Section 1 was approved followed by Section 2.  
The Certificate of Exemption will be emailed to the external auditors in due course.   
Zurich Insurance quote was approved in the sum of £196 to be paid by 2nd July 
2026. Proposed JH, seconded AB. 
Clerk’s invoice for £372 was approved.  Proposed HH, seconded AB. 
BC paid for the xmas lights in cash - £15 to be reimbursed as agreed at previous 
meeting. 
New cartridges purchased in the sum of £30.76 to be reimbursed to clerk.  Proposed 
JH, seconded HH. 
General Correspondence:  Emailed to Councillors and noted- no matters arising 
AOB:  Clerk advised that we are not adhering to the minimum wage.  It was agreed 
to increase the hourly rate to £12.71 in line with regulations.  Proposed HH,           
seconded AB. 
Councillors would be interested to know what the budget was for the stretch of road 
that has been completed.  SG to enquire. 
It was agreed to advertise the casual vacancy before the next meeting. 
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Langford Lowfields Nature Reserve – A Wildlife Oasis on Our Doorstep 
By Jane Southey, Local Ecologist 

With summer now in full swing, it’s the perfect time to explore the wonderful  wildlife 
havens right on our doorstep. One of the finest is Langford Lowfields Nature    
Reserve, less than fifteen minutes from North Muskham on Cottage Lane,          
Collingham (NG23 7QL). Managed by the RSPB, the reserve is a shining example 
of how former quarry workings can be transformed into thriving wetland habitats. 
Since 2018, it has grown into the largest reed bed in the East Midlands,         
supporting an impressive range of species. 
Access varies throughout the year, and while dogs are welcome on the perimeter 
path, they are not permitted inside the main reserve to protect sensitive wildlife. For 
those who love nature, Langford Lowfields offers something special in every      
season. For me one of the stars of the reserve are the Bitterns, a large wading bird 
which only a few years back was on the brink of extinction in the UK.  The reed bed 
at the reserve is managed to provide suitable habitat for Bitterns alongside other 
wildlife. The booming call of the male Bittern is a wondrous sound announcing its 
territory, which is typically heard from mid-March to May, but this can be heard into 
July.  
Typically, Bitterns can be visually elusive, but on one of my visits in May I saw a 
male Bittern fly out of the reed bed over my head and circle the reserve for a few 
minutes, drop into the reeds on the western side only to then repeat the circling and 
drop into reeds close to where I stood at Corfe Castle, a fabulous timber lookout in 
the centre of the reserve. It then proceeded to boom on and off for the next half 
hour.  
The Bittern wasn’t the only showstopper that morning. Two pairs of Great Egrets 
swept across the reserve, their snowy wings glowing against the blue sky. A flash of 
electric blue announced a Kingfisher darting low over the water, while high above, 
Hobbies performed their acrobatic flights in pursuit of dragonflies. It felt like our 
very own Springwatch episode unfolding in real time. 
The reed beds and extensive scrub also play host to a good range of beautiful   
warblers. The flower-rich grasslands are a joy to walk through with bees and       
butterflies jaunting about their business providing habitat for brown hares with their 
gorgeous spotty ginger-coloured eyes.    

A boardwalk through the wetlands offers 
beautiful views across the water, perfect for 
spotting water birds and dragonflies. 
Winter brings its own magic. On a visit last 
year, high water levels meant much of the 
reserve looked like a single vast lake, and 
access to the Corfe Castle  lookout was    
impossible. But nature still delivered: small 
groups of starlings dropped into the reed 
beds at dusk, while Marsh Harriers were 
dropping into their roosts beneath a moonlit 
sky. Even without a full murmuration, it was a breathtaking sce-
ne. Whether you have an hour or a whole afternoon, Langford Lowfields is a place 
where wildlife thrives and surprises await. If you fancy your own moment of  won-
der, take a trip out—you   never know what might cross your path. 
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    Muskham Rural Community Centre  

       Nelson Lane, North Muskham NG23 6HL 

 Our centre provides the ideal venue for family                
celebrations, weddings, outdoor events, drama groups,       
caravan rallies, parties and community events. 

                email:  bookings@muskhamruralcc.co.uk   

                                    phone: 01636 343010 

  

 

     

 

Our regular activities and groups include short mat bowls, 
table tennis, yoga, fitness classes, craft & needlework, art 
group & lunch club. (see our What’s On page for details). 
We also host live music events and stage productions. 

Tuesday Social Evenings  

Every Tuesday from 7pm with licensed bar  

Tuesdays 21st July & 18th August 

Open Mic Night 
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Advance Notice  

MUSIC BY CANDLELIGHT 

Come & listen to music by Highly Strung String Quartet 
on Friday 6

th
 November 2026, at 7.30pm  
in the beautiful  

Grade 1 listed Church of St. Wilfrid’s, North Muskham. 
Tickets available in September. 
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Muskham  
Out of School 
Club Ltd.  

provides quality, affordable childcare at Muskham Rural Community Centre.  
The Club offers a wide variety of activities for children aged 4 to 11 years in a 
safe and stimulating environment.  
The Club offers an invaluable service to working parents who can feel confident 
that their children are being cared for, and having fun, outside of the normal 
school day.  
The Club opening hours are:  

7.30am to 8.45am with delivery to school  
3.30pm to 6.00pm with collection from school  
8.00am to 6.00pm in holidays and INSET days  

Please contact Helen Waterfield with any queries/questions 

Contact Helen on 07944 467076  
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Muskham Preschool 
Rated ‘GOOD’ by Ofsted 2023 

 

Monday to Friday 8.30am-4.00pm(term time) 

Tuesday & Thursdays in school holidays 

8.30am – 4.00pm 

Half and full day sessions available 

Government funded places for 18 month, 2,3,4 year old    
children 

15 and 30 hours    Tax free childcare accepted 

 

Muskham Preschool is at the heart of the community to provide a happy, homely             
environment, where children can build secure relationships, confidence and become     
settled in their surroundings. They will learn through play and their own interests indoors 
and outdoors so they can thrive and achieve in their learning and develop their readiness 
to start the next adventure in life.   

 Qualified, experienced staff 

 Private outdoor garden and play  
area 

 Variety of indoor play areas 

 Caterpillar music sessions  

 Registered Ofsted provider  

Contact us: 

Muskham Rural Community Centre, Nelson Lane, 
North Muskham, Newark, Notts NG23 6EN 

Please call us on 07714799408, email us at: 

muskhamplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk 

Make friends  Gain independence  Enjoy new experiences  
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Britnell Tree Services 

All Aspects of Tree Works 

includes Felling,  

Crown Reductions  

Crown Thinning,  

Crown Lifting, Pollarding 

 
Gardening & Landscaping 

 
Reliable & Trustworthy 

 Fully Insured & Qualified All 
works carried out to BS3998 

Call Will today for your 

free quote on 07821 

342942 or 01636 702807 

or email  

BritnellTreeServices@gmail.com 

 

L J Dye 
Electrical Services 

 
Over 25 Years Experience 

 

All types of domes�c, 

commercial, and agricultural 

work undertaken including 

cooker repairs. 

 

Call Leigh on  

Tel: 07910 645727 
 

 
 

PATTERSON'S CARPETS LTD 

 

We offer a free, no obligation, measuring and sample  

delivery service in Newark and the surrounding villages. 

60 CARTERGATE, NEWARK, Notts.  NG24 1UB 

Telephone 01636 703394 

info@pa:ersonscarpetsltd.co.uk
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ESSENTIAL  

ELECTRICAL  

SERVICES 

Residential & Commercial    

electrical services 

Additional sockets, lighting,      

rewires etc. 

Electrical Testing: EICRs 

and PAT Testing 

C & G qualified electrician. 

Transparent pricing 

Tel. 07505 393 957 

Marshalls Coaches, Sutton on Trent LtdMarshalls Coaches, Sutton on Trent LtdMarshalls Coaches, Sutton on Trent LtdMarshalls Coaches, Sutton on Trent Ltd    

Your only local family run bus and coach operator.Your only local family run bus and coach operator.Your only local family run bus and coach operator.Your only local family run bus and coach operator. 

You can also view our 37 & 38 �metables,  

plus much more informa�on on our website  

www.marshallscoaches.co.uk  

 

Contact us on 01636 821138, and choose one of the 

following options: 

Option 1  or 5 – Private Coach Hire enquiries 

Option 2 – Timetable enquiries and Lost Property 
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St. Wilfrid’s Church,  

North Muskham  

on Sunday 19th July at 3.00pm  

Future Date  

Sunday  6th September  2026 3.00pm   

--------------------- 

St Michael & All Angels  Averham  
Sunday 12th July 2026 4.00pm   

 

 

   Stories 


