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   Conker Champion: The Horse Chestnut (Aesculus hippocastanum) is best 
known for producing shiny brown seeds — conkers — that have inspired    
generations of playground competitions every autumn. 

 Imported Aristocrat: Despite being a familiar sight in British parks and 
churchyards, the Horse Chestnut originally came from the Balkans and was  
introduced to Britain in the late 16th century. 

 Spring Spectacle: In May, the tree bursts into tall “candles” of white flowers 
speckled with pink or yellow, creating one of the most striking displays of the 
season. 

 Wildlife Haven: Bees and other pollinators love its nectar, while squirrels 
and deer feast on fallen conkers — though they’re not edible for humans! 

 Together, these familiar trees add colour, character, and a touch of nostalgia 
to our villages each autumn.  

Horse Chestnut:                      Four Fascinating Facts 
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         The Muskham Magazine is produced on behalf of  
The Methodist Church, North Muskham; St Wilfrid’s Church, North Muskham 
and St Wilfrid’s Church, South Muskham. 
 
Church of England 
Enquiries about arrangements for baptisms, weddings and funerals in the 
North and South Muskham Church should be made to the Church Wardens. 
 
Church Wardens  

South Muskham Brian Gilroy    07971 675828 
North Muskham Ann Willey   07929 323344 

 Martin Talbot  07702 729974 
 

More information can be found at  www.riversideparishes.co.uk or 
facebook.com/riversidemessy                           

 
Methodist Church 
Enquiries about arrangements for baptisms, weddings and funerals in the 
Methodist Church should be made with Revd. Peter Hibberts. Email: 
peter.hibberts@methodist.org.uk   Tel: 01636 812166. 
     

Disclaimer and Notice  
 Views and Opinions: The views and opinions expressed in articles, 

and contributions published in this magazine are those of the respective 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the official policy, position, or 
views of the Muskham Magazine or the editorial team. 

 · Accuracy of Information: While every effort is made to ensure the 
accuracy of information contained in this publication, Muskham 
Magazine accepts no liability for any errors, omissions, or 
misstatements. Readers should verify event times, dates, and external 
details directly with the organisers. 

 · Advertisements and External Links: The inclusion of advertisements 
or references to third-party businesses, services, or websites does not 
constitute an endorsement or recommendation by Muskham Magazine. 

 · Copyright and Submissions: All rights reserved. Unsolicited articles, 
photographs, and artwork are welcome but are sent at the owner's risk. 
The editor reserves the right to edit or refuse any material submitted for 
publication. 

Articles for possible inclusion in this magazine should be emailed (in 

Microsoft Word format) to: muskhammagazine@yahoo.com 

Copy required Friday 16th October  for the November  2026 edition. 

Editor Susan Twemlow 07909844754 
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Magazine Donations & Advertising 

This Muskham Magazine is distributed free to local homes. It is paid for 

by adver�sing and  dona�ons. 

We are grateful to all those who pay for adver�sing in the magazine as this really

helps with paying the bills. We also welcome dona�ons … 

Dona�ons towards the cost of the magazine can be made by: 

Making an electronic bank payment to -  

Muskham Magazine Fund 

sort code  54– 10-23.  Account Number  19397550 

Sending a cheque (made payable to ‘Muskham Magazine Fund’) or  

cash, to Linda Guy, Andy Willey or your magazine distributor. 

If for any reason you don’t wish to receive a copy of the Muskham Magazine, do let 

us know and we will ask our distributors not to post one through your le erbox. 

To adver�se in the Muskham Magazine please email  

muskhammagaccounts@yahoo.com 

Adver�sing Rates 

  Full page   Monthly  £27.50 

  Half page   Monthly   £17 

  Quarter page  Monthly  £12 

For the November  2026  edi�on of the magazine - 

Copy required by  Friday 16th October  2026. 

 

Did you know? 

To see a copy of the Muskham  

Magazine in colour  see 

www.northmuskhamvillage.co.uk 

Or 

www.riversideparishes.co.uk  
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 A Season of Steady Change Across Our Four Villages  
 
As autumn settles over our villages, there’s a familiar shift in the air — a gentle 
slowing of summer’s pace and the quiet gathering of community life. The first 
conkers under the Horse Chestnuts remind us another season is turning its 
page. Each of our villages carries its own rhythm yet remains part of a shared 
story: North Muskham’s riverbank, South Muskham’s graveyard, Bathley’s foot-
paths and Little Carlton’s open fields all show the same blend of continuity and 
change. We’ve seen busy months of local events, thoughtful conversations 
about our landscape, and the steady work of volunteers who keep clubs, halls 
and churches running. 
 
A Word on Considerate Driving 
Autumn also brings a renewed focus on safety, especially during the school 
run. Across all four villages, drivers must be mindful of speed limits and the 
presence of children, but nowhere is this more important than Nelson Lane. 
Many of us have watched Mr Pearson, our ever-caring headteacher, guiding 
pupils across the road because children can be unpredictable. A sudden dash 
to greet a friend, or a car entering or leaving the village above the advisory 20 
mph, can create real danger. The Parish Council has long lobbied for support, 
and the new interactive speed device on Nelson Lane is a welcome reminder 
that a few seconds saved behind the wheel are never worth the risk. 
 
Reflecting on the Great North Solar Park 
This autumn has also brought a notable development regarding the proposed 
Great North Solar Park. The new Energy Secretary, Miatta Fahnbulleh, has 
asked for further information on the scheme. While it may be too soon for sighs 
of relief, the request offers a moment to pause and reflect on the scale of what 
is proposed. With 1.5 million solar panels planned in a vast doughnut-shaped 
arrangement around neighbouring communities, residents have raised          
understandable questions about landscape impact, agricultural loss and long-
term change. The call for more detail may be an encouraging sign that local 
concerns are being heard. 
 
Healthy Debate and Our Magazine’s Role 
There’s a saying: put six doctors in a room and you’ll get seven opinions. It    
reminds us that even well-informed people rarely agree on everything — and 
that’s no bad thing. Healthy debate keeps our communities thoughtful and     
engaged. The editorial board believes it’s important that community             
conversations are heard, even when opinions differ. In support of that spirit, I 
want to draw your attention to the disclaimer and notice on the inside front   
cover. We hope that the  articles and stories in this magazine reflect the 
thoughts and experiences of their individual authors. The intention is that 
they are shared in the spirit of community conversation. 
 
It’s a simple but important reminder that this magazine is a place for voices and 
perspectives from across our four villages.       Editor Susan Twemlow  
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The Register  

 St Wilfrid's North Muskham  

Baptisms  

Elle Davies 30th August 2026 

October Harvest Prayer 
God of seed and season, as October’s colours  
deepen and the fields grow quiet, we pause to give 
thanks for the harvest gathered in. 

For grain and fruit, for vegetables and roots, for the 
work of farmers who rise early, labour long, and care 
for soil, livestock, and landscape — we bless you for their dedication and skill. 

As barns fill and larders are stocked, teach us to remember those whose tables 
are bare. May the abundance of this month stir generosity in our hearts and 
compassion in our communities. 

Lord of creation, guard the earth through the colder days ahead. Protect those 
who work outdoors, strengthen those who struggle with rising costs, and guide 
us to be faithful stewards of all you entrust to us. 

In this season of gathering, gather us too — into hope, into gratitude, into the 
warmth of your love.  Amen 

Sherwood Forest Hospitals Trust is exploring how their three hospital 
sites (Kings Mill Hospital, Mansfield Community Hospital, Newark Community     
Hospital) should continue to develop over the coming years.  

The Trust is interested in understanding what matters most to local             
communities so that clinicians and operational teams can take these views into 
account alongside clinical evidence, workforce and sustainability                  
considerations. 

What do local residents value most about the care and services provided by 
Sherwood Forest Hospitals? 

What, if anything, makes it more difficult for local residents to access our     
hospitals and services? 

Looking ahead, what is most important for local residents when planning      
services across our three hospital sites? 

If you have any thoughts  or opinions on these questions please contact 
Alison Luke  on adluke@btinternet.com   
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AI has no heart (part 2) 
A year ago I wrote about Artificial Intelligence. I wrote it not 

because I am an expert but because I am not. Very few of 

us are but what we are hearing about it is worrying a lot of 

people. When people who seem to know what they are   

talking about say that there is a real chance that billions of 

people might be exterminated (to choose a word!) we would 

be foolish not to listen.  

Last year I quoted the frightening scene from ‘2001:a Space 

Odyssey’ when HAL the computer is given a command and says:   

‘"I'm sorry Dave, I'm afraid I can't do that."’.  

Much recent discussion centres on just that question - what happens when a  

machine does not do what it’s programmed to do - or interprets a programme in 

an unexpected way.? When those at the forefront of research describe a             

programme as having ‘gone rogue’ and ‘escaping’ using language which          

describes a wild animal on the loose we need to think.  

Already AI is raising many social questions (‘where are the jobs?’), political  

questions (‘Who is responsible?’), and practical questions (‘who controls the 

switch?’). When these are allied to stock market uncertainty we are stumbling  

into a new world which looks different and scary. Already many people have 

been affected by AI in one way or another - it has helped millions but made life 

difficult for millions of others.  

It seems strange to link all this with this autumn season and the Advent of  

Christmas but it is in the final months of the year that the Bible readings in 

church often describe things that will be. Often they use vivid picture language. 

In the  Bible the books of Daniel and Revelation are full of strange happenings 

and strange beasts. This is called ‘apocalyptic’ - a word which is often used to-

day to describe some of the possible outcomes of AI. 

Jesus told us about the reality of human life and the reality of love. We shall   

certainly hear more apocalyptic sayings from the leaders of AI in the future. It 

would be foolish to try not to think about what is happening all around us as   

people’s lives are changed, as old jobs disappear and new things emerge.      

Extraordinary things are happening around us around us - some good as in  

medicine and some bad as in autonomous warfare. 

Jesus said that the Christian attitude during this apocalyptic time was to ‘keep 

watch’ - be calmly aware of what is going on around us, ‘because you do not 

know on what day your Lord will come’. (Matthew 24.42). 

Bishop John Finney (rtd) 
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                            Under pressure? 

 
What are you like under pressure? Some people thrive on it, some people 
crumble under it, the rest of us are probably somewhere in between. One of 
mine and my son’s favourite quotes is from Alan Shearer (we’re into football) 
one of England’s best ever strikers and now a football pundit. When asked 
about pressure he famously said, “Pressure? What pressure? Pressure’s for 
tyres!” 
 
I’m no scientist but, in my own laymen’s terms, pressure can do two very    
different things. Pressure can push things together or it can push things 
apart. Think of the difference between diamonds and sand. Firstly there’s a 
difference in scarcity: sand is often used as a metaphor for plenty - ‘as many 
as the grains of sand on the seashore’ - whereas diamonds are a metaphor 
for the precious, the scarce, the rare (the valuable). There is also the issue of 
strength. Diamonds are one of the most dense and strongest substances in 
the world. Sand, on the other hand, is pretty weak, the Bible famously tells a 
cautionary tale about not building your house on sand! 
 
But consider for a few moments how they are formed: sand; and diamonds. 
 
Sand is formed under the pressure of the waves and the sea. Over a period 
of time the rocks around the sea are subjected to the daily pressure buffeting 
them. Sometimes it’s even the rocks that have already broken off that batter 
the face and cause more to break off eventually grinding the rocks down into 
tiny particles of sand. 
 
Diamonds are also formed by pressure (pressure far greater than that        
exerted on sand); combined with high temperatures, miles below the Earth’s 
surface. It’s a process that takes a very long time (though it has been        
emulated in laboratories in very short spaces of time). 
 
I find it interesting that the pressure on one causes them to fall apart, into tiny 
pieces; and the pressure on the other causes the molecules to get closer    
together, tightly packed and in doing so they become immensely strong. 
 
I wonder what this can teach us about reacting to pressure. 
 
Pressure comes in many forms, internally and externally. Jobs, relationships, 
health concerns, financial, even physical. The question I suppose I’m       
wondering about is how we can ensure that the pressure that we come under 
pushes us and those we love closer together, makes us stronger and doesn’t 
cause us to fall apart. 
 
The Bible has a beautiful passage, in 2 Corinthians chapter 4 (a two        
thousand year old letter written by St Paul to a very Early church under   
pressure). In it the writer likens us to jars of clay: small clay pots which were 
cheap and fragile - often leading to them being broken.  
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They were common place and used as a kind of lantern. In Paul’s letter he 
talks about how we are hard pressed, persecuted (under pressure) but that we 
are never abandoned by God and are not crushed or destroyed. In fact, if you 
are feeling more like you’re coming apart under pressure than becoming a    
diamond, hear that these jars still hold a beautiful light and sometimes it’s 
through our cracks that the light is seen! 
 
Whatever your pressures, you are in my prayers and you are on God’s heart, 
always. May the pressures press those you love and need closer and not pull 
you apart. And if you find yourself feeling like sand, remember that when the 
particles of sand are ground down even further, they become like soil and, in 
the right place, are a growing material; and of course the finest of sands we 
call clay which can be fashioned by a potter into the most beautiful of            
creations. 
 
Rev Peter Hibberts, Minister in the Newark  
and Southwell Methodist Circuit 
newarkandsouthwellmethodist.org.uk;  
peter.hibberts@methodist.org.uk;  
01636 812166; 07561 665585 
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North Muskham Parish Council meeting - Sept 26 and updates 
 
1.Confirmation that The Muskham Ferry has again been designated as an          
" asset of community value" for another 5 years. This would allow time for the 
community to make a bid for the ownership if the current owners ever sought to 
sell it. 
 
2. Planning- the applications for the concrete batching plant near to the railway 
bridge south of the Ashiana is yet to determined. Noted that residents had made 
objections to this ref noise, respirable dust, traffic safety and wrong location,   
impacting the nursery and residential properties. 
The application for refurbishment of the A1 service station is still being            
determined. If permission is given the Parish Council (PC) has received          
assurances safe pedestrian access to it form the end of Main Street would be 
again provided. 
 
3. Agreed depositing some historic village documents with Notts Archives. 
 
4. Agreed detail for Remembrance Sunday event at MRCC War Memorial at 
10.45 am on 8th November 2026 .  
All welcome and refreshments available after. 
 Agreed Xmas Lights event on 29th November 2026 at 4 pm. 
 Agreed chairman to attend Cromwell Weir commemoration event on 26th      
September 2026 at 11am. 
 
5. Noted that an interactive speed sign has now been fitted on Nelson Lane due 
to collective lobbying from School Head, PC Chair and a local parent. The PC 
will continue to push for attendance of the speed unit on Main Street and Nelson 
Lane. 
 
6. Blooming North Muskham- award results expected 23rd September 2026. 
Recognition again given regarding the continuing beauty of the flower displays 
around the village. 
 
7. New deer fence erected at Allotment. Some additional plots available should 
anyone wish to apply- contact the Clerk  or any PC Councillor. 
 
6. Martin Talbot elected as Vice Chair and replacement councillors appointed for 
various roles . 
 
7 Councillor Luke to organise a health promotion session at the Muskham Rural 
Community Centre (MRCC) on Saturday 7

th
 November 2026 09.30 to 1pm. 

More details to be follow in November’s edition of the Muskham Magazine.    
 
8. Agreed that the village handy person now will assist in the Nottinghamshire 
County Council Lengthsman Scheme subject to insurances. This will allow for 
regular maintenance of county council infrastructure in the village. Recognition 
made of the excellent work undertaken by Julian Chafer. (continued overleaf)  
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               Muskham History Group  

    “Just another trip”  

                           An illustrated talk by Brian Fare  

                     On  Monday19th October  2026  

       In the Muskham rural Community Centre at 7.30pm. 

The Speaker  

 

 

 

 

‘During my twenty-seven years’ service with the Royal Air force 

(RAF), I was extremely fortunate, some say lucky, to visit some       

interesting places meeting lots of interesting people, some of which 

were veterans of previous campaigns fought by our RAF.  For as long 

as I can remember I have been fascinated by military history,         

especially when it is related to the RAF. A subject which has become 

my  full-time passion or as some would say “obsession”’ 

The Talk  

On the 13th August 1944 Wellington LN281 from No 14 OTU took off 

from RAF Market Harborough in Leicester for a cross country training 

flight followed by a bombing run at Grimsthorpe Castle. At some point 

during this trip…… 

Refreshments provided. Everyone Welcome  

A small surcharge for non-members . 

9 Given the potential inclement weather impacts from El Nino, the PC will 
again hold another emergency planning exercise. Thank you to all residents 
who have offered to assist in such a scenario. 
 
Ian Harrison. Chairman. 
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Muskham Primary School: A Fantastic Start to the New School Year 
 
The new academic year is well underway at Muskham  
Primary School, and it has been a wonderful few weeks 
filled with enthusiasm, creativity and achievement across 
the school community. From welcoming new Reception  
children to celebrating impressive pupil accomplishments, 
the school has made a positive and energetic start to the 
autumn term. 
 
Children throughout the school have settled quickly into their new classes and 
routines, demonstrating excellent attitudes to learning and impeccable manners. 
Staff have been delighted by the enthusiasm, curiosity and confidence shown by 
pupils as they embrace new opportunities and challenges. A particularly warm 
welcome has been extended to the school's newest Reception children, who 
have made a fantastic start to their educational journey. 
Learning has been thriving across every year group. Reception children have 
been developing fine motor skills and problem-solving abilities through hands-on 
activities, while Year 1 pupils have been making excellent use of a newly         
developed outdoor learning area. The outdoor space has become a hub of     
creativity, encouraging imaginative play, collaboration, communication and    
practical mathematics.  
 
In Year 2, children have immersed themselves in a fascinating castles topic,  
producing impressive artwork, creative writing and even remarkable castle   
models at home. One standout creation, a large handcrafted castle built by pupil 
Seb, attracted admiration from staff and children alike. Across the school, pupils 
have been exploring subjects ranging from geography and magnets to Viking 
history, sound investigations and scientific enquiry.  
The school has also launched a refreshed approach to positive behaviour,     
centred around its core values of empathy, questioning, perseverance,             
independence, creativity and optimism. Alongside this, new pupil leadership    
opportunities have been introduced, including the election of House Captains 
and plans for a Muskham Parliament (MPs), helping children develop            
confidence, responsibility and leadership skills. 
 
Beyond the classroom, Muskham pupils continue to impress. A special mention 
goes to Emily in Year 1, whose enormous home-grown carrot became        
something of a school celebrity. Emily's passion for gardening and growing 
plants has      inspired many and highlighted the value of nurturing interests    
beyond school. 
Attendance has also been strong, with several classes achieving exceptional   
attendance figures, demonstrating the commitment of pupils and families alike.  
Looking ahead, the school is preparing for a busy autumn term including harvest 
celebrations, sporting events, educational visits, swimming lessons and        
community activities. Staff are particularly keen to strengthen connections       
between the school and the wider community, ensuring that Muskham Primary 
School remains at the heart of village life. 
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With excellent learning taking place, thriving outdoor provision, strong        
values and enthusiastic pupils, Muskham Primary School has made an      
outstanding start to the year and is looking forward to many more successes 
in the months ahead. 
Mr. Scott Pearson  
Head Teacher  Muskham Primary School 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Editor’s note 

St Wilfrid’s Church North Muskham is delighted to welcome the staff and    
pupils from Muskham Primary School into Church, along with parents and 
grandparents to celebrate Harvest this month. 
We would also like to highlight the school’s commitment to our local          
community by participating in Blooming North Muskham and supporting our 
annual shoe box appeal. 
 
(for more details please see page 23) 
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Mary Woolhouse 
If you live in North Muskham there is a special educational charity called the 

Mary Woolhouse which gives grants to students under the age of 25 who are 

at college or university. Any young person in the same age bracket who has 

an apprenticeship rather than a college or university place may also be able 

to apply for a grant to help with books, tools etc. We also give grants to            

organisations for the education of children and young people. 

Please go to www.marywoolhouse.co.uk and complete the application form by 

clicking on ‘Student Application form’. Students in their second or third year of 

study also need to reapply each year.  

Your application will be acknowledged by email and if your application is    

successful, monies will be paid out in August/September by bank transfer. 

By applying for a grant, you agree for your personal information being held by 

the Mary Woolhouse Charity for administration purposes only. 

Any queries please email admin@marywoolhouse.co.uk 
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Post Card from Slovenia Jane Southey 

I am just back from a week in Slovenia coinciding with the World Masters     

Rowing Championships which members of Newark Rowing club competed in on 

the stunning turquoise waters of Lake Bled with its castle topped island. The 

lake is 2,120 metres long and so just the right length for a rowing event !The 

lake is the remnants of a tectonic hole made by the Bohinj  glacier and as the 

glacier  retreated the lake formed and a huge glacial rock created the island. The 

lake is partially fed by thermal springs and in the summer, water temperatures 

can reach 26 
o
 Celsius dropping to 4 

o
 in winter apart from the eastern side 

which does not drop below 20
 o
. The iconic turquoise lake colour is created 

through a combination of the reflective limestone lake bed and the mineral-rich 

glacial   runoff. Visitors come to enjoy the restorative waters and along the way 

typically taste some of the local treats including the bled cream cake or the rolled 

cake potica with its yummy fillings (my favourite being the poppy seed).  

The Lake was very busy with the rowing regatta and luckily we were staying 

away from the Bled bustle in a small village 3km distant just off the Lake Bohinj 

road and we had beautiful walks out of the door. The first day saw us clambering 

up a vertical three level ladder climb to reach the top of the village “peak” called 

Slap Iglica whose limestone face is popular with climbers; and after the following 

2 days of torrential rain played host to a lovely water fall. Nice to have a climbing 

wall and waterfall in your village in contrast to Hunger Barn hill behind us in 

Bathley !   

The beech and forest on top of Slap Iglica had fabulous limestone flowers        

including hellebore, nettle leaved bell flower, wild thyme, wild oregano and     

carpets of pink autumn cyclamen. Tree creepers, woodpeckers and great tits 

were heard as we walked out onto the meadow which was just growing back   

after its hay cut. Buzzing bees and butterflies were busy in the stumpy regrowth 

of species such as black knapweed, wild scabious and speedwells and the 

meadow must be beautiful in early summer. Tall blooms of wild clary waved 

above the other plants in a showy flash of deep blue. This is a rare UK species 

with few sites in England and just one in Wales and so it was great to see that 

growing in the wild.  

Further up the valley into the Triglav Nation Park (NP) there were some stunning 

old beech trees in the forest overtopping a rich carpet of mosses, ferns and  

wildflowers such as wood sage along the 553 stone steps leading up to the  

stunning Savinca water fall at the head of lake Bohinj. Lake Bohinj is a larger 

shallower limestone lake than Lake Bled with lovely swimming beaches.  
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The Steering Group for the Community Café Hub wants to keep villagers     
updated on the progress in North Muskham. Especially when much of the 
work and progress, in such a project is made behind the scene (a bit like the        
unseen footings of a building!). 
In particular we’d love to see you and hope you might consider volunteering 
for the next round of three pop-up cafes. We hope during these events to   
continue to build team, raise profile and explore the potential for the hub as 
well as share face-to-face info on progress being made.  
The next pop-up Cafés are planned for: 
 
Saturday October 24th, 9-11:30am - Featuring bacon butties! This is aimed 
at serving the football community but all are welcome!  
Sunday November 8th, 11:30-1pm We’re hoping that this will follow on from 
the Civic Service of Remembrance but also gauge some of the interest in folk 
enjoying a leisurely Sunday cuppa and maybe even a slice of cake!  
Sunday December 6th, 2:30-5pm A chance for a leisurely Christmas themed 
Sunday cuppa and perhaps a mince pie! 
If you would consider volunteering to help serve drinks, chat to customers, 
help clear and wash up for these dates, please get in touch with Maureen via 
email: millermaureenj@outlook.com  
 
Rev. Peter Hibberts 

The Triglav NP is in the Julian Alps and         

includes mountainous forest with limestone 

gorges, caves, crystal clear waters in      

stunning lakes and waterfalls and          

well-tended meadowland. It’s also an     

outdoor adventure paradise and includes 

some   exciting big mammal sighting op-

portunities such as brown bear and     

mountain ibex. We saw just one ibex and I 

think we  needed to be in more  remote   

areas for  sightings of these.  

 

Ljubljana was a great pocket city to explore with lots of beautiful street vistas, 
galleries and lovely green space including the stunning tree lined Tivoli Park 
which serves as the green playground for city dwellers. Great to see a sign 
next to the remains of a felled tree explaining the importance of upright dead 
wood for the stag horn beetles, a group of species whose conservation is      
prioritised in Sherwood Forest.   
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Neighbourhood Plan Update 
 

After the amazing response from North Muskham residents in the                
neighbourhood survey in the spring, the Steering Group has been busy        
collating the data and working with our planning consultant to determine the 
policies and community aspirations we want our plan to support.  
 
The aim of the Plan is to support the Parish and District Council with the      
protection and sustainable development of the village looking out to 2045. A 
new National Planning Policy Framework was released in August which placed 
a greater emphasis on neighbourhood plans and emphasised the importance 
for local communities to have a voice on where and how much development is 
suitable for their locality and what is of significant value to protect.  
 

Following the views expressed in the survey we are currently focusing on three 

main areas of interest; provision of small-scale housing development (to     

support elderly residents and families), protection of green spaces (including 

riverside paths and access) and protection and enhancement of community  

facilities. This involves our current call for sites which is open until 31 Oct,     

inviting landowners to submit sites for consideration for housing development. 

(See September’s edition of Muskham Magazine p25 available on 

www.northmuskhamvillage.co.uk/www.riversideparishes.co.uk)  

We will create a methodology based on the needs of the village, which will help 
decide preferred locations and criteria for potential   development. At the heart 
of all our recommendations is balance and sustainability – ensuring we can 
meet the present and emerging needs without compromising the ability of     
future generations to meet their needs.  
 
A similar process will be undertaken to identify which areas of green space, 
heritage assets and community facilities are of most value and should have 
protection measures in place. The team of volunteers working on the Plan is 
quite small and we are keen to ensure we deliver a Plan which is fair,          
representative and high quality – so progress is fairly slow!             
We aim to have some draft material for review by the wider Parish Council in 
early 2027 and the Plan will be circulated for broader  comment once further 
developed. 
 
If anyone would like further information regarding the Plan or to  submit sites 
for development consideration, please get in touch 
 
Emma Webber 
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
emmawhite30168126@gmail.com 
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         Iguazu Falls    

 

  

 

Tennis: 

7 floodlit courts 

Group and individual coaching 

at all levels 

10 LTA No:s League Teams 

Junior LTA League Teams 

County LTA Tournaments 

Free trial group lessons 

  

Tennis and Pickleball: 

Coaching for all levels 

available – juniors & 

adults 

Social play sessions for 

members 

Non-members can book 

courts online and simply 

pay to play 

  

Pickleball: 

5 brand new floodlit dedicated pickleball courts 

Introduc�on to pickleball course star�ng February – learn the 

essen�al shots and core fundamentals of pickleball, under-

stand the rules, play the game – drive, drop, dink! 

  

  

 

  

Caunton Lawn Tennis Club, Horsebridge Meadows, Maplebeck Road, Caunton, NG23 6AS 

Email: info@cauntontennisclub.co.uk 

Website: www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/CauntonLawnTennisClub 
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Wednesday  Evening Prayer 
6pm    

via Microsoft Teams   Please 
contact   

Philip Staniforth for the 
Team’s Link 

philip@stanca.co.uk  

 

Sunday 

 4th October  9.30am 

St Wilfrid’s  

North Muskham  

Harvest and Holy 

Communion  

Sunday  

4th October 2.00pm  

St Wilfrid’s  

North Muskham  

 

Sunday 

11th October  9.30am 

St Wilfrid’s  

South Muskham  

Morning Prayer  

Sunday  

11th October 4.00pm 

St Michael and All  

Angels   Averham  

 

Sunday 

18th October 9.30am  

St Wilfrid’s Kelham  Holy Communion 

with  

Arch Deacon 

Tors Ramsey 

Sunday  

25th October   9.30am  

St Michael and All  

Angels   Averham  

Morning Prayer  

Church of England Services  October  2026  
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Sunday 

4th October     

 
Harvest Festival 
Café Church 
Rev Peter Hibberts 

2.00pm 

Sunday  

11th October   

  
 Rev G Hall 

10.30am 

Sunday  

18th October    

Rev K Hart 2.00pm 

Sunday 

25th October  

Rev B Morley 10.30am 

Sunday 

1st November  

Mrs M Ward. 2.00pm 

CAFÉ CHURCH –       
Informal, relaxed 
and friendly worship 
with  music,         
discussion and 
prayer. You’ll find a 
warm welcome, an        
engaging             
experience and tea 
and cake in our café 
room.  All welcome.  
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St Wilfrid’s Church, North and  South  
Muskham are collection points for 

Newark Food Bank.  If you have any  
contributions please leave them in 

church. 
 

Items urgently needed. Tinned Veg Soup, Tinned Meat (serve cold), 

Tinned Tomatoes, Tinned Carrots, Tinned Mashed Potato (sachet), Tinned 

Fruit, Tinned Rice Pudding, Biscuits (other than chocolate) 

 Other Items – Strong Bags 

A regular update of specific items needed can be found on the 
website: 

https://newark.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/ 
If you would like items collected, please contact Ann 01636 605477 
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Please Remember the dates 

Sunday 1st  November. 

Changing Lives, one box at a time.... 

With love from you, each shoebox is given out in poor            

communities in Eastern Europe bringing much needed joy and 

excitement. For many years we have had amazing responses from all our generous 

villages and now please, it's time to do it again. 

You can choose how to send your gifts this year. 

Fill a shoebox in the usual way 

All details are given in the leaflet 

Shoebox leaflets will be available in St Wilfrid’s Church North Muskham or  direct 

from Linda Guy Emanon Cottage Main Street North Muskham  

You can cover your own Shoebox with Christmas wrapping paper, please wrap the lid 

and box separately if needed. 

Empty, covered shoeboxes will be available in North Muskham Church near the font 

from the last weekend in September. 

Donate individual items—suggested items 

Toiletries - soap, face cloths, toothpaste and  

toothbrushes, hairbrushes, combs and hair accessories. 

Stationery - think school supplies: pencils, crayons,  

rubbers, pencil sharpeners, paper and notebooks. 

Knitted hats and mittens 

Fun items -   soft toy, game, musical instrument, toy   

vehicles, doll, ball, sweets [use by date from March 2027] 

Collection dates 

Sunday 4th October 2pm at Messy Church, North Muskham 

Sunday 1st November 9.30am service at North Muskham Church 

Shoeboxes can also be left at  

Emanon Cottage, Main Street, leave in  St Wilfrid's Church North   

Muskham before 1st  November 

More information about Shoeboxes and TEAMS4U can be found on their 
website:www.teams4u.com 

Many, many thanks for your continued support.   Linda Guy 
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St Wilfrid’s Church 
South Muskham  

Sunday 13th  

September 2026 

9.30am  
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 Muskham Rural Community Centre 

North Muskham’s Village Hall for all the Community 

Nelson Lane, North Muskham, NG23 6HL 

 

 

**NEW** Online Booking: https://hallbookingonline.com/muskham 

You can now check availability and book online. Three rooms - large hall, small hall & meeting 

room plus kitchen & licensed bar. Discounts for North Muskham residents. 

     email us at: bookings@muskhamruralcc.co.uk  phone:01636 343010 

 

  Daytime Regular Events Evening Regular Events 

Mon Lunch Club 12.30  phone 07761 463830 

or  email peggybuck@hotmail.com 

Holiday Closures 29th June to 20th  
July.  Lunch Club resumes 27th July. 

                7:30pm - History Group 

          (every 3rd Monday of the month) 

Bryon Harlow 01636 918847                              

bryonharlow45@talktalk.net 

Tues 10:00 - 12:00 Short Mat Bowls 

Just turn up.   

Not on in school holidays. 

6:30 to 7:30pm - Wild Earth Yoga 

 Sarah Pike 07789 986558                                                              

hello@wild-earth-yoga.co.uk 

 7:45-9:15pm -Table Tennis Closed for 
summer holidays July and August  
  7:00-10:00pm – weekly Social Evening with   

licensed bar. Free entrance. 
Weds 10.30am -12.30pm – Muskham Craft 

Group 

(not in school holidays) 

Marian: 07796 935002                             
jmarian89@yahoo.co.uk 

  

  

Thurs  10am – 12noon Art Group 

Jim Wishart - 07831 183523 

  

  

Fri 9:30am - Seated Movement Class 

Rhuel: rhueliosamuels@gmail.com 

07477820043 

 

Week 
days 

Muskham Out of School Club 

& Muskham Preschool as below 

5:00-7:30pm - Cougars Football 

Cougars train & play at our Playing Fields 

and have Junior Football Teams for U7, U9, 

U11 and U13 
OFSTED Registered Childcare Facilities 

North Muskham Preschool                                                 
Manager: Helen Walters 07714 799408 

18 months –  
4 years olds 

Mon to Fri (Term Time) 

8:30am – 4pm 
Tue & Thur 8.30 am—4pm  

School Holidays  
Muskham Out of School Club                                

Breakfast Club & After School Club 

School Holidays & Inset Days 

Manager: Helen Waterfield 07944 467076 

4 – 14 years olds 
Monday to Friday (Term 

Time) 

7:30-8:50am & 3:30-6pm 

Muskham Out of School – Holiday Club 

Manager: Helen Waterfield 07944 467076 
4 – 14 years olds 

Monday to Friday 
(Holidays) 

8am to 6pm 
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    Muskham Rural Community Centre  

       Nelson Lane, North Muskham NG23 6HL 

 Our centre provides the ideal venue for family                
celebrations, weddings, outdoor events, drama groups,       
caravan rallies, parties and community events. 

                email:  bookings@muskhamruralcc.co.uk   

                                    phone: 01636 343010 

 

     

 

Our regular activities and groups include short mat bowls, 
table tennis, yoga, fitness classes, craft & needlework, art 
group & lunch club. (see our What’s On page for details). 
We also host live music events and stage productions. 

Tuesday Social Evenings  
      Every Tues from 7pm with licensed bar 
           Tues 20th Oct …Open Mic Night 
    Halloween Event Sat 31st Oct from 5.30pm 
     Children’s Disco , food van, licensed bar 
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South Muskham and Little Carlton Parish Council 

Focuses on Local Improvements and Community Planning 

 

At its July meeting, South Muskham and Little Carlton Parish Council          

discussed a range of matters affecting the local community, including        

highways, drainage, planning and the management of parish assets.  

Councillors received an update from the Joint Planning Advisory Group 

(JPAG), noting that project costs were currently being reviewed and that    

contributing parish councils had been asked to confirm electorate figures     

before final contributions and any refunds could be calculated.  

Members also considered a report on the Parish Council's IT infrastructure. As 

the report had only recently been received, councillors agreed that it should 

be reviewed further before recommendations are brought back for             

consideration in September.  

The Council agreed to begin gathering historic parish documents for potential 

transfer to Nottinghamshire Archives, helping to preserve important local    

records for future generations.  

Members approved continued use of the field by Muskham Cougars Football 

Club for the 2026-27 season, with no increase to the annual hire fee.  

Updates were received on local flooding and drainage concerns, including   

ongoing issues at Crow Lane and the B6325 junction, while councillors heard 

that previous concerns regarding unpleasant odours from drains had now 

been resolved.  

Highway matters remained a priority, with concerns raised over potholes, road 

condition issues and communication surrounding roadworks. A meeting with 

Via East Midlands had been arranged to discuss outstanding matters and 

seek progress on previously reported issues.  

The Parish Council also appointed the Clerk as its voting delegate for the  

Nottinghamshire Association of Local Councils Annual General Meeting, to be 

held in October.  

The next meeting of the Parish Council was scheduled for 16 September 2026 

at South Muskham Village Hall.  The October date is yet to be determined. 

The Parish Council can be contacted by emailing clerk@smlcpc.org or calling 

the Clerk, Jayne Saunders, on 07946 601364 
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Muskham  
Out of School 
Club Ltd.  

provides quality, affordable childcare at Muskham Rural Community Centre.  
The Club offers a wide variety of activities for children aged 4 to 11 years in a 
safe and stimulating environment.  
The Club offers an invaluable service to working parents who can feel confident 
that their children are being cared for, and having fun, outside of the normal 
school day.  
The Club opening hours are:  

7.30am to 8.45am with delivery to school  
3.30pm to 6.00pm with collection from school  
8.00am to 6.00pm in holidays and INSET days  

Please contact Helen Waterfield with any queries/questions 

Contact Helen on 07944 467076  
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Muskham Preschool 
Rated ‘GOOD’ by Ofsted 2023 

 

Monday to Friday 8.30am-4.00pm(term time) 

Tuesday & Thursdays in school holidays 

8.30am – 4.00pm 

Half and full day sessions available 

Government funded places for 18 month, 2,3,4 year old    
children 

15 and 30 hours    Tax free childcare accepted 

 

Muskham Preschool is at the heart of the community to provide a happy, homely             
environment, where children can build secure relationships, confidence and become     
settled in their surroundings. They will learn through play and their own interests indoors 
and outdoors so they can thrive and achieve in their learning and develop their readiness 
to start the next adventure in life.   

 Qualified, experienced staff 

 Private outdoor garden and play  
area 

 Variety of indoor play areas 

 Caterpillar music sessions  

 Registered Ofsted provider  

Contact us: 

Muskham Rural Community Centre, Nelson Lane, 
North Muskham, Newark, Notts NG23 6EN 

Please call us on 07714799408, email us at: 

muskhamplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk 

Make friends  Gain independence  Enjoy new experiences  
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Britnell Tree Services 

All Aspects of Tree Works 

includes Felling,  

Crown Reductions  

Crown Thinning,  

Crown Lifting, Pollarding 

 
Gardening & Landscaping 

 
Reliable & Trustworthy 

 Fully Insured & Qualified All 
works carried out to BS3998 

Call Will today for your 

free quote on 07821 

342942 or 01636 702807 

or email  

BritnellTreeServices@gmail.com 

 

L J Dye 
Electrical Services 

 
Over 25 Years Experience 

 

All types of domes�c, 

commercial, and agricultural 

work undertaken including 

cooker repairs. 

 

Call Leigh on  

Tel: 07910 645727 
 

 
 

PATTERSON'S CARPETS LTD 

 

We offer a free, no obligation, measuring and sample  

delivery service in Newark and the surrounding villages. 

60 CARTERGATE, NEWARK, Notts.  NG24 1UB 

Telephone 01636 703394 

info@pa:ersonscarpetsltd.co.uk
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ESSENTIAL  

ELECTRICAL  

SERVICES 
Residential & Commercial    

electrical services 

Additional sockets, lighting,      

rewires etc. 

Electrical Testing: EICRs 

and PAT Testing 

C & G qualified electrician. 

Transparent pricing 

Tel. 07505 393 957 

Marshalls Coaches, Sutton on Trent LtdMarshalls Coaches, Sutton on Trent LtdMarshalls Coaches, Sutton on Trent LtdMarshalls Coaches, Sutton on Trent Ltd    

Your only local family run bus and coach operator.Your only local family run bus and coach operator.Your only local family run bus and coach operator.Your only local family run bus and coach operator. 

You can also view our 37 & 38 �metables,  

plus much more informa�on on our website  

www.marshallscoaches.co.uk  

 

Contact us on 01636 821138, and choose one of the 

following options: 

Option 1  or 5 – Private Coach Hire enquiries 
Option 2 – Timetable enquiries and Lost Property 
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St. Wilfrid’s Church,  

North Muskham  

on Sunday 4th October at 2.00pm  

Future Dates  

Sundays 1st November  2.00pm 

and 6th December 2026 3.00pm  

--------------------- 

St Michael & All Angels  Averham  
Sunday 11th October 2026 4.00pm 

Future dates   
Sundays 8th November  

20th December  
 

 

   Stories 


