The Plough

March 2026

To: AVERHAM, STAYTHORPE & KELHAM VILLAGERS

A very wet start to 2026 with little sunshine, but delightful to see
snowdrops, crocuses and grape hyacinth poking their heads up. It
won't be long before the daffodils and others are brightening our days
and, with any luck, no hosepipe ban until May! Spring is almost here,
the days are getting longer, and nearly time to clean the BBQ ready for
having friends and family around and enjoying the outdoors. Don't
forget the grass cutting and weeding will also start in earnest.

Editor



The Robin Hood Theatre Company Presents Chekhov’s Uncle Vanya
A Tragicomedy with a Smile

The Robin Hood Theatre Company is proud to present Uncle Vanya, Anton
Chekhov’s enduring exploration of love, longing, and life's quiet absurdities,
running 21°-25" April 2026 at the Robin Hood Theatre.

This production offers a fresh yet faithful take on the classic Russian play, placing
greater emphasis on the comedy woven through Chekhov's portrayal of everyday
disappointment and hope.

Translated and adapted by Andrew Beighton, the text preserves Chekhov's sharp
observation while allowing the humour of human behaviour to take centre stage.
Director Nathan Jones comments:

“Chekhov is often treated as relentlessly tragic, but life rarely is. By leaning into
the comedy, we invite audiences to laugh, reflect, and recognise themselves in
these characters. It's a play about human folly, but also about warmth, resilience,
and the small joys we cling to.”

Set on a rural Russian estate, Uncle Vanya follows a group of characters wrestling
with unfulfilled ambition, unrequited love, and the passing of time.

This production celebrates the wit, irony, and humanity that continue to make
Chekhov's work resonate with modern audiences.

Tickets are available at wwww.RHTC.co.uk.

HELP REQUIRED!!

Our household cleaning team of 23 years
are hanging up their dusters. - which means |}
we are looking for a replacement,

preferably locally. We are between Averham

and Upton. - a hard act to follow and it is
not a small job.

We are needing someone for about 14 hours a week who is reliable and able to
drive as we are quite rural. Household duties to include cleaning and ironing.
Preferably with experience but not essential. Good rates of pay, work pattern can
be negotiated.

Contact Chez on - 07973 517770 2




WHAT’S ON MARCH?

St. Davids’ Day

W.I. Meeting (AGM)

Robin Hood Theatre

Hive Management Meeting

Kelham Hall, Estates Office

Goodnight Mr. Tom

Robin Hood Theatre

Mothering Sunday

19:00

Mobile Library
14:10 - 14:25

Staythorpe Road, Averham

St Patrick’s Day

Garden Club Meeting

Robin Hood Theatre

Parish Council Meeting

Kelham Hall, Estates Office

Messy Church
St. Michael and All Angels Church

Clocks Go Forward

Uncle Vanya

Robin Hood Theatre

5
*

1t Mar.

gth Mar. 19:00

10" Mar. 19:30

11"-14"  Mar.
+ Sat

15" Mar.

16" Mar.

17" Mar.

17" Mar.  19:00

24" Mar. 19:00

22" Mar.  16:00

30" Mar.

21° - 25" Apr. 19:30
+ Sat 14:30

See page 23 for All Church Services

Editor: Bob McGhee

ploughmageditor(@gmail.com

19:30
14:30



ROBIN HOOD THEATRE COMPANY
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Progress? Absolutely —
even if it's the

slow-and-steady kind

The ASK Hive team are still
waiting for  the official
thumbs-up from
Nottinghamshire County Council on buying roughly half of the former
school grounds. But there /s a glimmer of good news: NCC are lining up
funding to demolish the old CLASP-style school building. Once that's gone,
so too will the asbestos, lead paint, and all the other “vintage surprises”
baked into its walls.

While the team wait — with fingers crossed and optimism intact — they've
been busy reorganising. The management group has two focused teams:

o The Community Engagement Team, and

o The Development Fund Team

Both groups are gearing up to present their strategies at the next meeting
on March 10th.

To help manage expectations, NCC's current timeline suggests completion
around this time next year. That gives the ASK Hive teams a valuable

COMMUNITY HUB

window to plan community surveys and ask Jyou — the residents of the
Parish — what you'd love to see happening on the site. All those brilliant
ideas will feed into the planning application, the architect’s brief, and, of
course, the big one the project costings.

It may feel like the finish line is still a little way off, but there's plenty to do
between now and then. The hope is that, once the green light arrives,
everything will be ready to move swiftly into the building phase and the
major fundraising push. NCC have said they’'ll be in touch “shortly”, so the
team are keeping their ears pricked.

Sharp-eyed readers may also notice that the ASK Hive logo has had a little
glow-up — a subtle tweak to make it brighter and more eye-catching.

And finally, a heartfelt thank-you goes to Cllr. Sue Saddington for her
generous donation, which has funded ASK Hive's membership of the
Plunkett Foundation — an organisation whose expertise is pure gold for
rural community projects like ours.

Secretary askhive@outlook.com



Jenn Pell (Jennifer Hylene Pell)

On Monday 26™ January 2026 we said farewell to someone whose friends
described, in their messages of condolences, as “a lovely lady”. Jenn passed away
on 20 th December 2025 in King's Mill Hospital. Jenn was born in Nottingham on
16 th September 1947. She met her husband David when she visited an aunt in

Lincoln when she was just thirteen years old.

The couple were married and lived in Nottingham before moving to South
Muskham. When Jenn left the Grammar School, she went to work, for Lloyds
Bank. She was working in the investment side of Lloyds Private Banking when
she retired. Jenn like other members of her family suffered kidney disease and
had dialysis at home and even at work for many years. She received a kidney
transplant in the 1990s. The impact of having the transplant transformed her and

David’s lives. They travelled extensively to America and Canada.

Jenn played a very active role in St. Wilfrid's South Muskham, which she fell in
love with when moving into the village. She served as churchwarden for many
years and was devoted to St Wilfrid's. Jenn was key in organising fundraising
activities for the church, including Craft Fairs, Coffee and cake afternoons, Teddy
Bears’ picnics and Carol concerts. When she retired from work, she busied
herself helping children to read at Claypole and Newark schools. She
volunteered in many roles at Newark hospital, helping out in Coffee Lounges,
and many jobs in various departments of the hospital. She was a very active
member of the Averham Kelham and Staythorpe branch of the Women's
Institute. She appreciated its members' support to attend WI events in recent
months. She was faithful not only to St Wilfrid's Church but the parish Churches
of the wider Riverside Group. She offered her support and help, willingly. Her
sense of humour and willingness to help others will be sadly missed in all the
local villages but especially at St Wilfrid's South Muskham. Despite her
increasingly obvious health difficulties attendance at Church was important to
her. When asked how she was feeling her cheerful reply would come back.
‘Never better!’

Rest in Peace, faithful servant.



AKS WI newsletter
February 2026

True to form our member Jayne Owens

-[h I delivered the speaker goods for us with her

IHSPIRIHG WDME" talk about amber. What we didn't know about

amber we do now! Members were surprised to
learn that the earliest known date is perhaps 570 million years ago which, again,
is a surprise as Jayne related it is not very durable being a soft material (in terms
of fossil material). It has always been a highly prized material and through this
extensive trade, routes were formed between the Baltic states across the known
world for many thousands of years. To maintain the integrity of amber it is best
stored out of strong light and in a low oxygen environment, avoid heat and an

occasional rub with olive oil will help to maintain its luster.

Members made their contributions of
household goods for the Women's
Refuge, which filled my boot as usual. §
It is amazing how such mundane items
such as washing up liquid and dish-
clothes can generate such joy andf
heart felt thanks from the centre! Well

March sees us taking stock of the last
12 months events as we hold the
Annual Meeting on March 9™ We already have a full programme for the
forthcoming year with lots of ideas for days out as well as the monthly meeting.
More of that in the April Plough. Goodness me, thinking about April already!!

If you would like to know more about your local W.I. group please contact:

Jenny Quickmire on 07890641102.
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Join the Robin Hood Theatre Company (RHTC) today and immerse
yourself in a vibrant, volunteer-driven theatre community in the heart of
Nottinghamshire!

No experience required! Perhaps you fancy treading the boards onstage,
helping out backstage (including set design, lighting, sound, and props),
front of house, or in costumes — or maybe you'd like to enjoy a show,
accompanied by a local ice cream and a drink from our in-house bar! Be
part of our award-winning legacy— we won NANDA Play of the Year
Winners 2023 and 2024, plus NANDA's Best Actor in 2025!

RHTC's latest productions have included the Queen and I, Blackadder, It's
a Wonderful Life and much, much more! Our shows earn excellent
feedback, and we cannot wait to welcome you to our theatre!

Did you know you can also hire our historic theatre venue?

If you would like to know more, contact us today — ww.rhtc.co.uk!

You can also find out more on Facebook, TikTok, X, and Instagram!
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¢ I ASK Garden Club Report
(4
' ﬂu # For our January meeting we
> Ao 1) ‘ % welcomed Izzy Pass from The
¢ l ) Sherwood Forest Trust. Established in
Cgmdawnq M 1995, this small charity works across
w é hﬂ)x r\ O the Sherwood Forest site protecting

what remains of the ancient forest.

Izzy is their community tree nursery g -
officer and one member of a very :
small dedicated team. Throughl
hundreds of years, Sherwood Forest
shrank from a huge medieval
hunting forest to a fragmented
patchwork of wood and heathland =
scattered across the modern
of Nottinghamshire. The Sherwood Forest Trust has a mission to halt the
decline by practical projects to restore woodland and heathland.
Planting twenty varieties of native trees, especially long lived English
oaks, supports biodiversity and helps mitigate against climate change. It
also enhances the local environment in an area which in the past was
much scarred by coal mining.
Nottinghamshire, once rich in heathland, has lost 80% of its lowland
heath since 1800. Last year large parts of Oak Tree Heath near Mansfield
became a target for deliberate fire-setting. Local youth are taught in
school about the importance of saving the
Amazonian rain forest, yet few realise the
@& heathland on their doorstep is an actual
remnant of Europe’s most famous medieval

one-of-a-kind tree nursery and supported by
228 Newark and Sherwood District Council.
Continued . . . ...
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ASK Garden Club Report Continued

Native tree and plant seeds are locally sourced in preference to sourcing
from foreign nurseries which risk importing unwanted tree pathogens and
diseases. The collected seeds are planted by community groups and
volunteers, 5000 trees were grown last
year. Thousands of acorns were
collected last autumn during the
incredible mast year. Measures are
‘taken to deter mice and Jays from
feasting on them before they've
A ysprouted by using wire and mesh to
_'&* cover the cell trays and raised beds.
# & Some of the trees grown at the nursery
*-_‘,.*\Ajgo to local schools and for communal
“4and memorial planting. There is also a
R tree ownership scheme so people can
continue to look after them as for the first 2-3 years, establishing trees
need consistent watering throughout the growing season (March to
October).
Volunteering with Sherwood Forest Trust is a great way to connect with
nature, meet like-minded individuals, and make a positive impact on our
environment. Whether you have an hour to spare or more, they welcome
all abilities and would love your support. https://sherwoodforest.org.uk

Our next meeting is on the 17" March 7pm at The Robin Hood Theatre,
when Roger Blaney will be presenting on “Allotment Growing and
Heritage Seed Varieties” All are welcome to attend our meetings, but why
not join our club? Membership is just £20pp and benefit from regular
news updates, invites and discounts at Southwell Garden Centre.

Nigel Britton — bootiqueonline@outlook

11
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Are YOU interested in true crime? Renaissance Kelham Hall
Ronnie, Reggie and Me is a live

show hosted by broadcaster Fred  pate: February 27th, 2026
Dinenage, where he discusses his  Time: 6:30pm arrival
experiences with the infamous VIP Admission: £35.00
Kray twins, Ronnie and Reggie. General Admission: £27.00
Dinenage was chosen by the twins

to be their official biographer and Telephone: 01636 390500
gained unprecedented access to
their lives, which he shares in the
show through stories, anecdotes,
and exclusive recordings of Email: Events@renaissance-kelham.com
conversation, including those with
Ronnie inside Broadmoor
Hospital. The event also features
Dinenage reflecting on his 60-
year career in television and will
include videos and bloopers of his
career. Visit the Kelham Hall
Website to buy your tickets!

Website: Ronnie, Reggie & Me with
Fred Dinenage - Renaissance Kelham

Village WhatsApp Groups

Did you know that our villages have their own WhatsApp Groups?

Well, we do and they keep us in touch with what’s happening around us
and share community news. If you’d like to join, here are the
‘Administrator’ details:

o Averham: Tracey Carlisle 07970 179755
o Kelham: Danni Gray 07860 458397
o Staythorpe: Debs Storey 07974 957684 12



tel:01636390500
https://www.renaissance-kelham.com/ronnie-reggie-me-with-fred-dinenage/
https://www.renaissance-kelham.com/ronnie-reggie-me-with-fred-dinenage/
mailto:Events@renaissance-kelham.com

I'll be honest — asking for help
doesn’t come naturally to me!
But our villages’ newsletter
needs you, and I'm hoping
some wonderful volunteers
might step forward.

We're looking for delivery
helpers for The Plough in these

dareas.
Home Farm Close, Kelham

414
i)

Staythorpe Road (by the school), The Close, and Pinfold Lane
Ayrshire Way

It's a light commitment — just 10 issues per year (we take January and
August off), with deliveries at month’s end. Perfect if you enjoy a
regular walk around the neighbourhood and keeping our community
connected!

If you would like to help keep local news flowing to your neighbours,
I'd love to hear from you. Call me or WhatsApp or email — and thank
you for even considering it.

Bob: 07785532139 ploughmageditor@gmail.com

THANK YOU

Councillors Divisional Fund Gift

A very big thank you to our County Councillor, Sue Saddington,
who has very kindly donated £250 from her Nottinghamshire
County Council CDF money this year to St Michael and All Angels
Church, Averham. This is very gratefully received and will be used
towards the planned provision of a toilet facility within the church.

13




To the parishioners of the Riverside Benefice

A note on our first Christmas card stated, "at last we have a vicar after
waiting three and a half years”. One of our former Archbishops is quoted
as saying that much of his correspondence concerned parish vacancies.

A wise former Bishop, Dr Barry, was installing a vicar in Rainworth when he
remarked that he had heard of grumblings about the length of time it had
taken to find a vicar. In response he asked, “Did your parish produce a
priest to serve the church?” It's a question every parish needs to ask itself.
Both Muriel(my wife) and I were once 'Directors of Ordinands’

responsible for meeting men and women considering being ordained.
Some presented themselves quite certain that God had called them to be
ordained. Not only that, they knew at which college they should be
trained. Other men and women had quite a different approach. They
realised that the church needed priests and thought it was right to
investigate whether they themselves were called.

We would discuss how this would have to be a joint decision between wife
and husband, what sacrifices would need to be made - a well-paid job
given up, moving from a pleasant house to an upstairs college flat while
studying, children having to change schools. However, before all of this,
the person contemplating ordination would go on a residential selection
conference where he or she would have an in-depth interview with priests
and lay people and undertake group exercises.

I remember at my own selection conference, the priest interviewing me
asked what I might want to say. I replied that I did not think I was worthy
enough to be a priest. “Worthy enough?” he declared “Worthy enough, of
course you are not worthy enough. None of us is worthy to do the work
He calls us to do. Do you think I'm worthy enough?” No one is worthy to
do whatever work God calls us to do. We rely on His help and generosity
and that of other people.

April 26" is Vocation Sunday when we pray for those considering God's
call to the priesthood and for those helping them to make the right

decision. A prayer —
“Lord help us to believe that we are all ordinary people made extraordinary
through your vision and your power. Take our insecurities and feelings of
inadequacy and give us courage to see us with gifts and potential to transform
your world and build your kingdom”.

Amen Blessings to you all. 14



Kelham Church Open Weekend
18-19 April 2026

Just a reminder that Kelham Church will be open on 18" April
between 10am and 4pm and on 19" April from 12 noon to 4pm.
We are planning a number of events and full details will be
circulated with the next edition of The Plough. These will include
a talk about our small but fascinating villages giving ‘snapshots’
of 1000 years of history. The bell ringers will also be performing
for us. Tea and coffee will be available on both days and we are
holding a raffle. Other events are in the pipeline but more on
those, next month.

In parallel with the Open Weekend, we are acting as a collection
point for the charity Tools With A Misson. If you have tools of
any sort that you no longer need you can bring them along to
Kelham Church and the charity will collect them from there. The
charity collects a huge range tools and equipment to refurbish
and redistribute, including gardening tools, DIY tools, old
sewing machines and old laptops. Again a full list of what can
be donated will be distributed next month.

Put the date in your diary and start sorting your shed!

Tools With A Mission -
a personal story

Last year we were in the sad
position of having to deal with my Baefe] LR Viia ¥R\ [[e]a!
late son’s possessions including a
surprising number of DIY tools. Some were almost brand new;
others had belonged to his grandfather (my father) and kept for
sentimental reasons.

....... Continued p17 15



Continued from p16... ..

We could not absorb these into our own

tool store because over the years my ) —
husband had already assembled his own Tools with a Mission

huge collection as well as those inherited from our parents. He'd also
recently decided that apart from routine maintenance he was giving up

DIY projects for good!

Having decided what he wanted to keep, we then had to work out what
to do with the rest, all of which were in working order and too good to
just be dumped. We found that charity shops did not want them -
certainly not in the quantity we had — and no one was interested in
buying a basic B&Q drill; they only wanted high-end brands. But a little
bit of internet searching led me to Tools With A Mission (TWAM). They
supply tools to other charities and community groups, across the UK and

some African countries.

It was a WIN-WIN-WIN solution:

l. it was simple: an email, a phone call, and within a few days someone
came to collect them from our house

2. the tools are put to good use

3. no money changed hands: we just decluttered our garage.

I was delighted when Phil Staniforth (Kelham Churchwarden) agreed to
using Kelham Church as a donation point. I do hope you can support it
too by Spring Cleaning your shed, or garage or wherever you keep your
own tool kit and donating anything surplus to requirements.

If you want to know more about TWAM, there are leaflets in Averham
Church which is open on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays from 10am
to 2pm, or check out the website:

https://www.twam.uk/

16



Muskham Preschool

Rated ‘600D’ by Ofsted 2023
Make friends - Gain independence - Enjoy hew experiences

Monday to Friday 8.30am-4.00pm(term time)
Tuesday & Thursdays in school helidays
8.30am - 4.00pm

Half and full day sessions available
Government funded 15 and 30 hour places
available for 18 months, 2,3 and 4 year olds

| e |
Muskham Preschool is at the heart of the community to provide a happy, homely environment, where
children can build secure relationships, confidence and become settled in their surroundings.

They will learn through play and their own interests indoors and outdoors so they can thrive and achieve in
their learning and develop their readiness to start the next adventure in life.

Qualified, experienced staff

Private outdoor g and play area
Variety of indoor play areas
Caterpillar music sessions
Hegistered Ofsted provider

Contact us:
m Rural Community Centre, Nelson Lane, North Muskham, Mewark, Motts MG23 6EN
call us on 07714793408,find us on Facebook or email us at:
amplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk

KELHAM CHURCH

https://givealittle.co/campaigns/c418995a-257a-41b5-9d69-beb91cd43c9a

AVERHAM CHURCH

https://givealittle.co/campaigns/AB066F56-6393-4D59-8C9F-813BD2AD1557

17



Newark
Heating

Services
ltd

Gas - Oil - LPG

| ocal - Reliable - Trusted

01636 919 112

www.newarkheating.co.uk
iInfo@newarkheating.co.uk

Installation
® .
Service
Repairs Sﬁéf .
& : e
Emergencies v




Quarter page

Advertising Rates

Full Page
Half Page

Annually: £ 200 Occasional Monthly £25
Annually: £ 150 Occasional Monthly £20
Annually: £ 120 Occasional Monthly £15

There are NO publications in January or July 2026

Advertisements are published in good faith and inclusion of an
advertisement does not imply endorsement of the business/
organisation or its products/services by the magazine, nor does it
constitute a recommendation.

For the 2026 editions of the magazine -
Copy required by 16" of the month.

'PATTERSONS
B

9/001’6’00(317'1); C_Specz'aﬁ.'s/s

“A local family run buisness since 1966".

We offer a large range of
carpets, vinyls, laminate and
the latest LVT flooring.
Free estimates.

Tel: 01636 703394
Fax: 01636 701499

www.pattersonscarpetsltd.co.uk

60, Cartergate NEWARK

- Bccbg Flumbing |

| A { i i
AI plumbing, heating enquires p|casc call
i = = i i

Gug Beel)y

—

07792 484876
01636 822103

FU[lgi insured.
e Domestic Fium‘tmg .
'Taps & Tcnlct cha:rs .
. C,cntral Hcatmg |nstallations & cha:fs .
. Undcr Floor Hcatmg |nstallations & chanrs .
. C)x! BOIIC’ ]r".sta“at:on & f_%cr\:.:mg .

e —
eNo Job | co SHmall »

Suy.bccby((_ﬂbtintcrnct.com




We Care Auto Repair

e d

SPECIAITY AUTONOTIVE REPAIR'S,

Newark’s Customer focused vehicle maintenance business
Fully qualified with 22 years’ experience

Main Dealer Trained

Unit2, Northern Road, NEWARK NG24 2EU

@ Servicing 1’%} Brakes

1’%} Clutches 1'%:} Warning Light Diagnostics
k%} Suspension “%} Free Estimates

k%} Timing Belts 1'%} Fully Insured

‘b-%} Tyres k%} Tracking

L/C:ﬁ Workshop: 01636 703938
= -

) .
ﬂ Mobile: 0792 625 0269

Email: wecareautorepairs@outlook.com

Website: https://www.wecareautorepairs.co.uk
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A beautiful venue for your exclusive event,
from small and intimate up to 120 guests.

WEDDINGS
CELEBRATIONS

MEETINGS

PRIVATE DINING
MEMORIALS

— AT KELHAM HOUSE —

8l

Kelham House
Country Manor

kelhamhouse.co.uk * 01636 705266

Kelham | Newark | Nottinghamshire | NG23 5QP
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St Michael All Saints Church
AVERHAM
MESSY CHURCH

Sunday

22nd Mar. 4:00 pm

SARAHI KINGSLEY

FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER

SAC DIP (FOOT HEALTH PRACTICE)
RIIFI* NO. 5280333

£25 PER TREATMENT SESSION

HOME VISITS FOR NAIL
CUTTING, TREATMENT OF
CORNS, CALLUS, THICKENED
& FUNGAL NAILS, CRACKED
HEELS & VERRUCAE

TEL : 07443454177

21
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND AND UNITED SERVICES

Sunday

1* Mar. 10:00 am
Coffee from 9:30 am

St Wilfrid's
North Muskham

Worship

Sunday
8" Mar. 9:30 am

St Wilfrid's
South Muskham

Holy Communion

Sunday
8™ Mar. 3:00 pm

St Wilfrid's
North Muskham

Messy Church

Sunday
15" Mar. 3:00 pm

St Wilfrid's
Kelham

Morning Prayer

Sunday
22" Mar. 9:30 am

St Michael and All
Angels, Averham

Holy Communion

Sunday St Michael and All Messv Church
22" Mar. 4:00 pm Angels, Averham y
Starting at St Wil- Palm Sunday

Sunday
29" Mar. 4:00 pm

frid’s and process to
Methodist Church

United Service
with Methodists
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USEFUL CONTACTS

DEFIBRILATOR CODE:
KELHAM CHURCH:

Warden: Philip Staniforth

Treasurer: Steve Emeny
AVERHAM CHURCH:

Warden: Vacancy
Treasurer: Hilary Snell
PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL.:
Secretary: Carole Binks

AKS PARISH COUNCIL:
Chair: John Miller
Clerk: Will McLaughlin

FLOOD WARDEN: Aaron Laurence
POLICE:
POTHOLES:

Notts County Council

STAYTHORPE POWER STATION:

Richard Dunn PCSO

ENVIRONMENT AGENCY:

Environment Agency Flood line:

NATIONAL GRID:
OTHERS:
ASK Hive: Roger King
Garden Club: Nigel Britton

W.l. Secretary: Jenny Quickmire

Bell Ringers: Martin Cooper
Latham Farms: Steven Gill

Mobile Library

C0159X

01636 703 289
07889 486 260

01636 672 640

01636 816 343

01636 704670

clirdohnrMiller@gmail.com
aksparishclerk@outlook.com

07713 594665
07595 074 292

0300 500 80 80

01636 59 69 00
staythorpe@rwe.com

0345 988 1188

www.nationalgrid.co.uk/power-cut-information

07904 243 304

07929 367 461
07890 641 102
07810 658 627
07966 382 781
01636 812148

Southwell.library@inspireculture.org.uk
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